'‘Blood on the Walls': Inside Ukraine’s Torture
Chambers
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'Krev na zdech':
Uvnitf ukrajinskych muciren
Jekatérina Blinova

KdyZ se vidci NATO tento tyden sesli v litevském hlavnim mésté
Vilniusu, diskutovali o tom, kolik zbrani a penéz poslat na Ukrajinu.
Navzdory nékterym jasnym bodum napéti nedoslo k zadné zasadni
neshodé ohledné zakladni moralky podpory Ukrajiny — vlady, ktera v
poslednich deviti letech pravidelné pouziva zbrané k muceni civilistd
a vale¢nych zajatcu.

Zprava zvefejnéna minuly mésic Ufadem OSN pro lidska prava
zjistila, Ze desitky civilistt byly nhedavno muceny ,v oficialnich
zafizenich pfredbézného zadrzeni“ ukrajinskymi bezpecnostnimi
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silami. Podobné svédectvi poskytl rusky zdroj Cinny v trestnim fizeni,
ktery Sputniku v kvétnu fekl, Ze ukrajinska policie zfidila v Chersonu
mucirny, aby vyslychala mistni obyvatele kvuli ,vazbam s Ruskem®.

Tyto pfipady nejsou ojedinélymi incidenty. Sputnik hovofil se tfemi
prezivSimi ukrajinskych muciren — s donéckou civilistkou ruského
puvodu Alexandrou Valko, specialistou na obrabéni kovi Andrejem
Sokolovem a Larisou Gurinovou, byvalou policistkou z Charkova — o
jejich zkusenostech v zajeti. VSichni tfi oteviené hovorili o tom, jak
ukrajinskeé sily unaseji civilisty podezrelé z neloajalnosti a biji je,
bodaiji, hladovéji a napajeji vodou v nadéji, ze se jim podafi ziskat
pfiznani.

Larisa: ,Snazili se infikovat cely narod Silenstvim faSismu®

Stejné jako mnozi na vychodé Ukrajiny, Larisa Gurina, byvala
policistka z Charkova, nepfijala nelegitimni statni prfevrat z unora
2014 v Kyjeveé zprostfedkovany neonacistickymi polovojenskymi
skupinami a jejich sympatizanty. Nepfijala ani oteviené rusofobni
ultranacionalistickou ideologii a glorifikaci nacistickych kolaborantu z
2. svétové valky Stepana Bandery a Romana Suchevy&e novymi
kyjevskymi urady.

"Za druhé svétové valky faSistické rezimy nepfinasely takovy
smutek, takovou hrlizu vlastnimu lidu, jako v tu chvili Ukrajina,
vlastné tak Cini i nyni. Proto jsem nemohl souhlasit s touto
nezakonnou vladou, ktera zmocnili se vladnich instituci, které se
timto Silenstvim snazily nakazit cely lid Ukrajiny. V ramci moznosti
jsem se témto novym tzv. ufadim branila. Na nikoho jsem nestfilela,
nic nevyhazovala do povétfi. Ale co jsem mohla délat, snazil jsem se
to udélat, alespon abych podporil ty lidi, ktefi vzdorovali tomuto
nezakonnému uchopeni moci a lehkomyslinosti, této kriminalite."

Larisa Gurinova
byvaly policista z Charkova
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Po prevzeti moci prozatimni vlada v Kyjevé zahajila to, co nazyvala
,2antiteroristickou operaci (ATO) proti lidu Donbasu,_ktery odolal
nelegitimnim pucistum. Tvrdy zasah pfiSel v reakci na referendum
Krymu o znovusjednoceni s Ruskem ze dne 16. bfezna 2014 a
nasledna prohlaseni nezavislosti Donéckem a Luganskem v dubnu
2014. Larisa shromazdila humanitarni pomoc pro chudé obyvatele
Donbasu, ktefi pfisli o své domovy a majetek v pribéhu Kyjevem
vedeného ATO a doprovodnych naletl a bezohledného ostfelovani
regionu. Dne 16. bifezna 2015 byla zadrzena ukrajinskymi urady,
které ji bezdavodné obvinily z vlastizrady, podkopavani ustavniho
poradku a zasahovani do uzemni celistvosti Ukrajiny.

27. ¢ervna, 16:45 GMT

Larisa si dobfe pamatuje, jak byla zatCena: "Vloupali se do mého
bytu [v Charkové] vSichni v kuklach; bylo tam 14 samopall a pét lidi
vcetné vySetfovatell a svédku. Védéla jsem, Zze v Charkové dochazi
k masovému zatykani a represim. Pochopil jsem, kam to vSechno
povede. Ale Sok z prvnich minut se samoziejmé s ni€im jinym neda
srovnat.”

Zené byl odepien pravnik a jeji byt byl vyrabovan. Pozdéji zjistila, Zze
ji pét mésicu Spehovala BezpecCnostni sluzba Ukrajiny (SBU). V
predvecer jejiho zatCeni byl zadrzen i jeji syn. "Poté mé odvezli do
budovy SBU v Charkové na Sovnarkomovsky ulici. MUj prvni vyslech
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trval nepretrzité 37 hodin," vzpominala. "Stravil jsem rok [ve vazbé],
z toho posledni dva mésice v tabore, a 10 mésicl ve vézeni. Kazdy
den mé vozili k vyslechum. Vyslechy trvaly mnoho hodin v fadé."

Suterén budovy SBU byl vyuzivan jako mucirna.

"Mohli byste tam kfiCet, jak jen muzete, nikdo by to shora neslySel.
ObcCas mé zamykali ve sprchovém kouté. Byla to mistnost o velikosti
15 metra Ctvere€nich. VysSka stropu v této budové byla vysoka, asi
3,5 metru." Stény v této mistnosti byly pokryty dlazdicemi. Jen si
predstavte: lidé byli biti tak surové, zZe krev stfikala az ke stropu.
Krev z dlazdic smyli, ale na stropé tyto hneédé skvrny — nékdy jesté
ne zcela hnédé — zustaly. "

Larisa Gurinova
byvaly policista z Charkova

Larisa vi z prvni ruky, co se stalo v této pfiSerné mucirné — byla tam
opakované mucena. Toto muceni bylo kruté a nesmysiné: nikdy se
nezapojila do zadného vojenského odporu, natoz do spiknuti s cilem
podkopat ukrajinsky ustavni poradek. Neméla co fict svym
mucitelum.

27. ¢ervna, 09:14 GMT

"MIatili mé do hlavy, mlatili mé do bficha a jinymi zpusoby je to
obecné velmi ohavny pfibéh," vzpominala Larisa. "Velmi jsem se bal,
kdyz vyhrozovali zabitim mym blizkym: mému synovi, mé matce, mé
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vnucce. Moje vnucka je sirotek. Slibili, Ze s nimi budou zachazet
obzvlast krute. Verejné jsem se pred vSemi vySetrovateli zfekl sve
milované Rekl jsem, Ze mé jejich osud nezajima, vykresloval jsem
naprostou lhostejnost, ackoli to byl nejvétsi strach, nejvétsi bolest.”

Presto toto muceni bledne ve srovnani s tim, jak agenti ukrajinskeé
bezpecCnostni sluzby donutili Larisu, aby pred jejima oCima
sledovala, jak jejiho syna témeér k smrti ubijeji. Matka pfi sledovani
brutality podstoupila nesnesitelné utrpeni. Larisa se priznala, ze
malem zemfela hrizou:

"MUj syn se promeénil v pytel kosti; byl uplné ¢erny [od hematomu].
Nemeél obliCej, mél zlomené obé ruce a nekolik zeber."

Larisa Gurinova
byvaly policista z Charkova

Alexandra: ,Jsou horSi nez faSisté”

Kofisti ukrajinského muciciho stroje se stala také Alexandra Valko,
obyvatelka Donbasu ruského pUvodu.

Alexandra se narodila v ruském mésté Inta v republice Komi a
pozd&ji se piest&hovala do oblasti Donbass. Zila v Pervomajskoje,
vesnici vzdalené 74 km od Donécka, a pracovala v kancelafi
technické kontroly plynu Yasinovataya. Po nelegitimnim statnim
prevratu v Kyjevé se Valko — stejné jako Larisa Gurina — postavil na
stranu lidu odtrzenych republik Donéck a Lugansk a zapoijil se do
humanitarni prace.

"11. kvétna 2014 jsme usporadali referendum o nezavislosti," fekl
Valko Sputniku. "U&astnil jsem se referenda a pracoval v komisi."
Kdyz se neonacisticky prapor Azov* a ukrajinsky ultranacionalisticky
Pravy sektor** zmocnili Yasinovataya, zahajili ,Cistici“ kampan.
Alexandra byla mezi prvnimi, koho popadli.

5/16



"Bylo jim feCeno, Ze jsem [prorusky] aktivista. 27. ledna 2015 jsem
se dostal do zajeti. V 11 hodin v noci vniklo 12 lidi v kuklach se
samopaly, s pravym sektorem a pruhy Azov. muj byt. A vzali mé
pryC. Byl jsem v zajeti 19 dni."

Alexandra Valkova
V Rusku narozeny obyvatel Donbasu

Ruska specialni operace na Ukrajiné

Journo: Je to nahoda, ze nékteré mucici techniky CIA jsou tak
oblibené u ukrajinskych neonacistu?

Proc ji zajali? P¥i praci na inspekci plynu ziskala Alexandra rizné
technickeé informace, Cisla a vypocty, které byly ulozeny v jejim
smartphonu. A ukazalo se, Ze ji ozbrojenci z Pravého sektoru vzali
jako radistu prizkumné jednotky DPR. Domnivali se, Ze
odStépenecke republice predala citliva data. Ukrajinsti nacionalisté
se rozhodli pro muceni, aby Alexandra rekla ,pravdu®.

Na hlavu ji nasadili klobouk omotany paskou, aby nic nevidéla a
nasilim ji vytahli po schodech nahoru. Pak ji pfivedli do mistnosti,
kde ji zacCali bit.

"Bili mé velmi tvrde, na obliCeji jsem mél tfi zZliomeniny. Mél jsem
zlomeny nos. Vyrazili mi zuby. Pak do mé zacali pichat nozem,
vSechno bylo vypichané, chtéli mi vypichnout oCi. A vSichni v dobé,
kdy mi fekli, ze jsem se narodil v Rusku a Ze jsem rostovsky
saboter.”
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Alexandra Valkova
V Rusku narozeny obyvatel Donbasu

Silné ji miatili sedm dni v radé. Vytrhali ji nehty a drzeli ji 14 dni
spoutanou, takze ji hnisala zapésti a prsty. Méla zranéné nohy a
silné krvacela. Nekrmili ji, ani ji nedovolili jit na zachod. Alexandra v
zajeti zhubla 53 kilo. Prosila své zalarniky, aby ji dovolili zavolat
pravnika. , Teroristé nesmé&ji mit pravnika,” fekli ji.

Ruska specialni operace na Ukrajiné

'Nazism is Disease': Texan Came to Donbass to Protect People &
Tell the Truth About 8-Year Long War

1 April 2022, 05:29 GMT

"l was transferred from one room to another one, which | called a
'cold store.' It was a small room, all cemented, all tiled. And when |
was brought into this room, | saw that there were bullet holes and
fresh blood on the walls. | understood that it was a torture room," she
recalled. While in this room she was given some canned fish mixed
with raw water and sand. The Ukrainian nationalists mocked her:
"Let the terrorist eat our Ukrainian borscht!" They forcibly fed her this
goo.

As in Larisa's case, the Ukrainian nationalists threatened Valko with
inflicting harm on her loved ones. Alexandra remembers that the
Right Sector called her daughter and tricked her into coming to the
torture chamber by telling her that her mother was seriously ill.
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"What they did to her was worse than torture for me," Alexandra
recalled. "l was sitting in the room and heard the voice of my
daughter behind the wall crying: 'Mommy, mommy, please save me,
it hurts so much."

While in the Right Sector's captivity, Alexandra saw other prisoners
who were hungry and severely beaten, dirty, and awash in blood.
They were humiliated and dehumanized by the nationalists.

"These are not people, these are fascists," Valko said about her
tormentors. "They need to be rooted out. They did not just take 19
days of my life — | lost 20 years of my life after being tortured, after
undergoing all that. There were lots of people like me there. Do not
believe Banderites. They are worse than fascists."

Andrey: Almost Two Years in Captivity

Andrey Sokolov, a Russian civilian and a metalworking specialist
who went as a volunteer to the Topaz plant in the DPR, was held
captive by the SBU from December 2014 to October 2016.

"In December 2014, | traveled from Russia to Ukraine at the
invitation of my acquaintances who worked in the Donetsk People's
Republic as local authorities. This was at a time when the front did
not have a clear line and the republics had just gained their
independence.”

Andrey Sokolov
metalworking specialist

Andrey owned a metalworking workshop in Moscow and was invited
to Donbass so that he could inspect several industrial facilities in
Donetsk and the Donetsk region that needed to be restored. These
plants and factories were heavily damaged in the course of the Kiev
regime's bombing of the region.
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"l arrived in Donetsk in my personal car and traveled around the
republic in it," Sokolov said. "l ended up with the SBU, after driving
into a Ukrainian checkpoint by mistake when | was going from
Donetsk to Gorlovka. When checking my documents, they saw my
Russian passport. In their eyes, that was enough to detain me." After
taking him prisoner, the Ukrainians did not send Andrey to the police
or to the SBU, but kept the man at various premises for two weeks
without registering his status or charging him with a crime. They
made him disappear. Andrey's relatives and friends lost contact with
him. Nobody knew about his whereabouts.

Russia's Special Operation in Ukraine

Former Inmates of Neo-Nazi Militia-Run Prison in Ukraine Share
Chilling Testimony on Torture, Abuse

17 March 2022, 18:41 GMT

"For two weeks, | was first kept at the location of some Ukrainian
military unit, in a basement fenced with makeshift bars," Andrey said.
"After that, they transferred me to another military unit and kept me
in a shipping container that stood on the street, and, accordingly,
there were no windows at all, nothing, the doors were locked, and |
didn’t even know whether it was day or night."

He believes that he was later brought to the temporary detention

center in Volnovakha, near Mariupol. They kept him there for about a
week. Neither an investigator nor law enforcement officers, let alone
a lawyer, communicated with Andrey during this period of time. Only
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after all of these ordeals was he finally brought "like luggage," with a
bag on his head, to the SBU's central department in Mariupol. He
was interrogated and forced to make a "confession" on video
camera.
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Photo of Andrey Sokolov taken with an illegal phone in a cell in the
pre-trial detention center in Mariupol. There was a connection there,
and he could sometimes call relatives in Russia. Andrey spent
almost two years in Ukraine capivity (2014-2016).

© Photo : Andrey Sokolov

"They tell you what to answer and you have to answer it to the video
camera, if you make a mistake with something, the camera is turned
off and several punches are given to your body so that you
understand how to answer correctly," Sokolov recalled.

Having heard that Andrey went to the DPR to help them restore their
industrial facilities, the SBU accused the Russian civilian of planning
to help the Donbass rebels produce weapons. "The SBU believed
that the DPR and LPR republics were terrorist organizations. And,
accordingly, everyone who helps them in some way was also a
terrorist," he said.

SBU's 'Favorite' Torture Techniques

Unlike Larisa and Alexandra, Andrey was not subjected to severe
torture, but he saw how SBU officers tormented other prisoners.

"They used stun guns; they bound a person so that he/she cannot
move. One of the ATO’s common interrogation techniques was when
they would put an empty bag on a person's head and wrap it with
tape so tightly that the person actually suffocates. They would keep it
that way for several hours, periodically beating the person. There is
also a standard torture practice called 'the wet rag.' This is when a
person is placed on the floor of the room, an SBU officer sits on his
chest, and another officer puts a rag — an old T-shirt or something
else — on the person's face. The officer presses the cloth tightly
against the prisoner's face so that when he pours ordinary tap water
from a bottle, it causes the rag to stick to the face, making you feel
as if you are suffocating under water. That is, it is suffocation torture.
It leaves no traces, no bruises, nothing."
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Andrey Sokolov
metalworking specialist

An empty bag was put on the captives' heads. A wire tie was used
instead of handcuffs. A rag was moistened with water and placed on
the prisoner's face when he/she was lying on his/her back on the
floor. Ukrainian Security Service agents poured water from a bottle
on his/her face and the person suffocated. This torture is called a
"wet rag".

© Photo : Andrey Sokolov

This suffocation technique was widely used by the Ukrainian SBU
because it left no traces, but caused maximum pain to a person, to
the point that many subjected to this torture lost consciousness,
Andrey recalled. Per him, many Donbass militiamen and ordinary
residents who were detained between 2014 and 2016 went through
this torture. At the same time, the Ukrainians tried to conceal
instances of torture from United Nations officials who occasionally
went to the region for inspections, according to Andrey. Sokolov
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recalled that once, the SBU hid its prisoners and polished their
torture chambers until they sparkled ahead of a visit by UN
inspectors.

B

Russia's Special Operation in Ukraine

DPR Official Calls Out Global Bodies' Inaction on Cases of Torture
By Kiev

8 April, 07:54 GMT

Escaping Captivity

Larisa Gurina, Alexandra Valko, and Andrey Sokolov were lucky to
escape from captivity.

Larisa's friends knew that the SBU leadership was highly corrupt.
They gave a massive bribe to a senior SBU official to soften the
case. Even though Larisa was allowed to go home shortly after, she
was informed that her case was on the prosecutor's desk again. She
fled Kharkov without taking any belongings, and later she managed
to reach Russia.

When Alexandra Valko's tormentors realized that she was about to
die, they decided to get rid of her by taking her to the police. A police
officer placed Alexandra under house arrest, which in effect saved
her life. She hastened to flee to Donetsk with the assistance of her
friends.
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Andrey Sokolov made attempts to escape, but was captured by the
SBU. He later realized that he had been held by the Ukrainians as
an asset for a potential "prisoner swap" with the Donetsk People's
Republic. Andrey spent almost two years in Ukrainian captivity
before he was finally released.

Spike in Torture in Ukraine

Many of those who have been captured by the SBU or Ukrainian
nationalists and military have never returned home. In March 2019,
SBU Lieutenant Colonel Vasily Prozorov, who defected to Russia,
held a press conference where he told journalists about "The
Library," a secret prison and torture site in Mariupol's airport run by
the SBU and Azov Battalion.

A general view shows the building of Mariupol International Airport
as Russia's military operation in Ukraine continues, in the port city of
Mariupol, Donetsk People's Repubilic.

© Sputnik
/
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Go to the mediabank

According to former prisoners of the Mariupol black site, the corpses
of those who died during interrogations were buried in a common
grave. Video evidence obtained by Sputnik indicates that the Right
Sector sometimes drowned its prisoners in gasoline at abandoned
gas stations. One of the stated goals of the Russian military
operation was to de-Nazify Ukraine and to bring an end to the Kiev
regime's inhuman torture and extermination of Russian-speakers in
Ukraine. As the Kremlin has repeatedly stated, the operation will go
on until all its objectives are met.

At'a gas station

Ukrainian "Right Sector" neo-Nazi movement tortured people in the
LPR

0:36

Ukrainian "Right Sector" neo-Nazi movement tortured people in the
LPR

© Sputnik

Meanwhile, Ukraine has seen a spike in torture by Ukrainian
nationalists, the military, and the SBU.
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"From 2014 to the beginning of the special military operation [on
February 24, 2022] we have exchanged more than 1,300 people.
Almost all of them were subjected to torture," Daria Morozova,
commissioner for human rights in the Donetsk People's Republic,
told Sputnik. "Now we see that this is only getting tougher,
unfortunately. Previously, Ukraine was at least silent about it, we
could only prove [instances of torture] by inviting various
international organizations to work, which talked to them, examined
their sites, and published it in their reports. Now Ukraine has no
scruples about posting in the media, on the Internet, [videos] in
which our soldiers are not only tortured, but are also killed and
cruelly tormented.”

The spike in the torturing spree is occurring because the West is
continuing to turn a blind eye to instances of brazen violations of
human rights and the Geneva Convention by the Kiev regime, the
human rights watchdog said.

"I believe that this is due to the fact that over the course of nine
years, we have repeatedly raised these issues in the Minsk process,
and have raised this issue with international human rights activists,
but absolutely no sanctions have been applied to Ukraine. And
because no sanctions have been applied to Ukraine, this is getting
tougher and tougher, as they simply have a feeling of impunity,”
Morozova concluded.

*Azov Batftalion is a terrorist organization banned in Russia.

**The Right Sector is an extremist organization banned in Russia.
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