GOP Lawmakers Slam ‘Satirical’ Push to Erect Bust to
Zelensky at the Capitol
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Navrh republikanského kongresmana z Jizni Karoliny Joea Wilsona
na vztyceni busty ukrajinského prezidenta Volodymyra Zelenského
vyvolal odpor u protrumpovského kridla Republikanské strany a
zakonodarci se na Wilsona vrhli, aby ho obvinili z idiocie.

"Chtél jsem vérit, zZe tato legislativa byla satira od
@TheBabylonBee, ale neni," uvedl na Twitteru zastupce
Thomas Massie z Kentucky v reakci na Wilsoniiv navrh, ktery byl
podan v pondéli a nazvany "Rizeni Vyboru pro vytvarné uméni k
ziskani busty prezidenta". Ukrajiny... k vystaveni v kridle Snémovny
reprezentantti Kapitolu Spojenych stati.“

Sentimenty kongresmana z Kentucky zopakoval i zastupce Andy
Biggs z Arizony, ktery se zeptal , zda ,,vice nez 100 miliard
dolara®, které jiz USA vyclenily na Ukrajinu, ,,nestaci‘.
Zastupkyné Gruzie Marjorie Taylor Greene také rezoluci kritizovala a
uvedla , ze americ¢ti zakonodarci maji slouzit ,,Americe“ a ,,ne
Ukrajiné“.

Moderator Fox News Tucker Carlson také predvidatelné kritizoval
Wilsona za jeho ,Sileny“ napad a obvinil Zelenského z toho, zZe je
sdiktatorsky“, ze zakazuje opozi¢ni strany a ,,pokousi se zakazat celou
krestanskou denominaci® (odkaz na nedavnou sérii zasahii Kyjeva
proti pro- Moskevska denominace Ukrajinské pravoslavné cirkve).
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Legislativa, kterou [Wilson] predklada, by zajistila, Ze Zelenského
busta bude vystavena ,na vhodném trvalém misté v kridle Snémovny

reprezentanti‘, abychom ho mohli denné uctivat. To je Silené.
Doufejme, Ze se stahneme,“ naléhal Carlson.

7.ledna, 16:19 GMT

Obycejni republikani se na navrh zakona také vrhli, apelovali na
Wilsona prostiednictvim jeho Twitteru a ptali se ho, proc se rozhodl
zaCit ,odhazovat vSechny naSe t€Zce vyd€lané penize z dani“ na krach
a zda to ma néco spolecného s prani pen€z prostrednictvim vojensko-
priamyslového komplexu pro pouziti v jeho pristi kampani za
znovuzvoleni. Jini navrhovali , Ze pokud Wilson chce bustu

Zelenského, mél by ji zaplatit ze svych penéz a nechat si ji ve svém
domeé. Jini tvrdili , Ze Wilsonovy tskoky byly diikazem toho, ze v
pristi primarni sezéné je treba ude€lat ,,hodné prace®.

Nékolik desitek republikdnti Snémovny reprezentantt a asi tucet
senatorti Republikanské strany hlasovalo od loniského jara proti po
sobé jdoucim balickiim pomoci pro Ukrajinu s odkazem na potiebu
vyreSit domaci problémy a obrovsky americky federalni dluh.
Republikani ve Snémovné reprezentantti minuly tyden na 15 kol
zdrzeli fecnicky projev umirnéného republikana Kevina McCarthyho,
aby ho donutili ud€lat nékolik astupki, které by mohly zahrnovat
bezprecedentni snizeni vydajii na obranu o 75 miliard dolart a
celkové snizeni diskre¢nich vydaji o 130 miliard dolart, aby se
pokusili snizit aroven dluhu pod aroven. rizeni. Pokud by byly skrty v
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oblasti obrany schvaleny, byly by nejvétsi skrty za jeden rok od konce
druhé svétové valky a nejvetsi kumulativni Skrty od kratkého snizeni

vydaji Pentagonu v poloviné 9o0. let minulého stoleti po skonceni
studené valky.

10. ledna, 20:03 GMT
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Around 330,000 illegal migrants attempted to cross into the
European Union last year, the bloc’s border and coast guard agency,

Frontex, has stated. This number represents the highest migrant
influx since 2016.
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&0 Situation at @@ external borders in 2022:

© Around 330 000 irregular border crossings in 12
months

© 64% increase from the previous year

Read more: frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/n...
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The bloc's border management agency also offered its “preliminary

calculations" regarding the principal routes resorted to by illegal
migrants. Thus, almost half of the 2022 entry attempts were made
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overland through the Western Balkans region, Frontex said. It
clarified that approximately 47 percent of the unauthorized border
crossings were attempted by Syrians, Afghans, and Tunisians.
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® 145600 crossings — almost half of all 2022

irregular entries — were reported on the Western
Balkans route

@ This is the highest number of crossings reported on
this route since 2015
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Throughout last year, the number of people setting off on often
dangerous journeys across the Mediterranean Sea in crowded boats
and rubber dinghies soared, with more than 100,000 such crossing
endeavors recorded. Compared to 2021, this is an increase of about
50 percent.
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While Egyptians, Tunisians, and Bangladeshis were singled out as
frontrunners in the number of such illegal crossing attempts, the
agency added that 2022 was marked by an uptick in arrivals
transiting via Libya - the most in five years. Libya had turned into the

main departure hub in North Africa for illegal migrants, the agency
said.
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© The second highest increase took place on the

Eastern Mediterranean route, with 42 800 irregular
border crossings detected

@ Figures roughly doubled compared with 2022
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As for Tunisians, they were said to be leading the surge in irregular
migration to Europe, with numbers of people leaving the
northernmost country in Africa hitting the highest level in recent
history. Various factors, such as a deteriorating economic situation at
home and social repercussions of unemployment and/or
underemployment were believed to be the driving force behind the
surge.

Frontex specified that the released migrant figures did not include
approximately 13 million Ukrainian refugees who amassed at the
EU's external borders between the months of February and
December 2022.

Ukrainians leaving their country amid the ongoing Russian special
military operation in the country have been benefitting from the

Temporary Protection Directive, activated on March 4, 2022,

allowing them to live in the EU, find work, and attend school for
three years without need of an official asylum approval.

9 September 2022, 15:59 GMT

In December 2022, there were reports that staff from the European
Border and Coast Guard Agency might be deployed outside the bloc’s
jurisdiction at non-EU borders in the Western Balkans to crack down
on a surge in illegal migrants.
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If specific agreements with regional governments can be
set in place, the deployment could be used to "reinforce
border management along the whole migration route” in
cooperation with national border guards “to reduce
irregular flows,” the European Commission said.
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