Berlin Claims It Resorted to Dirty Coal Because ‘Putin
Turned Off the Gas Tap’
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Prejdéte do medidlni banky
/

Vladimir Putin je osobné vinen za némeckou plynovou krizi, oznamil

némecky ministr hospodarstvi Robert Habeck.

,Polovina vSech némeckych dodavek plynu byla zastavena, protoze
Putin uzavrel plynovy kohout a potrubi je nyni v havarijnim stavu. To
znamena, ze v dohledné dobé nebudou v provozu,“ ekl Habeck v
patek novinariim na pozadi masivnich hromad uhli na terminalu
zkapalnéného zemniho plynu (LNG) na severozapadé Némecka.
,Prave ted nemame polovinu predchozich objemi dodavek. Tti nové
LNG terminaly ndm poskytnou zhruba ¢tvrtinu starého objemu, tedy
55 miliard metra krychlovych, uvedl ministr.
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Tti némecké plovouci terminaly LNG jsou schopny prijmout a
zpracovat asi 14 miliard kubickych metra plynu roéné (bcm/rok) a
Berlin doufi, ze do konce roku 2023 zvysi svou kapacitu na vice nez
30 becm/rok, podle Habeckovych vypocta. .

Patecéni komentaie nejsou prvnim pripadem, kdy némecky
ministr hospodarstvi obvinil ruského prezidenta z
plynarenskych potizi Némecka.

Byvaly rakousky naméstek kanclére Heinz-Christian Strache rika, ze
obrat Berlina na stale pohodlného ruského bubéka souvisi s jeho
obavou, zZe verejnost zjisti skutecné diivody nedostatku energie a
vysokych cen, které nemaji s Moskvou nic spolecného.

"Rusko chtélo a bylo pripraveno pokracovat v dodavkach plynu do
EU a Némecka. Ukrajina a Némecko vSak zastavily dal$i dodavky
plynovodi, zatimco Nord Steam byl zniéen, pricemz Rusové neméli
pristup k vySetrovani," rekl Strache Sputniku. rozhovor. "Nord

Stream 2 byl zablokovan pred vykoristovanim z némecké iniciativy,"
dodal.

Podle byvalého nameéstka kanclére je v zajmu soucasné némecké
vlady skryvat pravdu o pri¢inach energetické krize, ktera miize velmi
dobre vést k zastaveni priimyslu a spotrebiteliim bez elektriny. V
opacném pripade by za kalamitu ,museli priznat, Ze si za to mohou
oni sami“, poznamenal politik.

Loni v ¢ervnu Habeck naznacil , Ze Berlin s Putinem kvili
energii vedl ,,jakysi zapas v pace“ a obvinil ruského
prezidenta ze snahy ,,vytvorit chaos® a ,napadnout nas*
uprostred poklesu dodavek ruského plynu pres plynovod
Nord Stream 1. , kterou Gazprom pricital zpozdéni oprav
kompresorovych stanic diky zapadnim sankcim.

V zari, poté, co byly ropovody Nord Stream poskozeny sabotazi,
Habeck naznacil, ze Rusko vyhodilo do povétri svou vlastni
infrastrukturu . A konecné, v rijnu, kdyz ministr kritizoval
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Washington za ,astronomické® ceny amerického LNG, presto obvinil
Rusko, nikoli USA, Ze dohnalo Némecko na pokraj recese. "Nesmime

nechat Putina vyhrat s touto strategii ohrozovani nasi ekonomické
prosperity," rekl Habeck .

21. ledna, 07:16 GMT

Opravdu 'Putin’ vypnul kohoutky?

Zjevné ne, protoze Rusko zavisi na vyvozu plynu podstatnou ¢asti
svych zahrani¢nich exportnich prijmi, které tvori velkou ¢ast
federalniho rozpoctu zemé. V souladu s tim, jak Putin a dalsi rusti
predstavitelé opakované naznacdili, Moskva plni a nadale bude plnit

své zavazky ohledné dodavek energie svym evropskym partnertm.
Putin navic po cely rok 2022 znovu a znovu opakoval , Ze Rusko bude
i nadale plnit vSechny zavazky vii¢i svym evropskym energetickym

klienttim, a to i viici ,nepratelskym statim®, které na Moskvu uvalily
sankce. Rusky prezident vsak mél co rici k ekonomickym disledkiim
nahlého odmitnuti ruské energetiky a loni v kvétnu varoval , Ze
sabsolutné politické“ rozhodnuti Bruselu omezit dovoz a zavést
sankce by predstavovalo formu ekonomické sebevrazdy a
,neodvolatelné podkopalo konkurenceschopnosti vyznamné ¢asti
evropského prumyslu.

Tato varovani se stala skute¢nosti a po zbytek roku 2022 si némecti
obchodni lidri stézovali , Ze evropské ekonomické velmoci hrozi
deindustrializace a zbidaceni, zatimco francouzsti predstavitelé
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kritizovali Washington za pokus naladkat evropské vyrobce
prostrednictvim ,,zeleného® dota¢niho zakona znamého jako Zakon o

snizovani inflace.

Problémy s dodavkami ruského plynu do Evropy

Pred eskalaci ukrajinské bezpec¢nostni krize loni v tinoru mélo Rusko
pét hlavnich plynovodu prepravujicich vice nez 155 miliard m3
zemniho plynu ro¢né do ¢lent Evropské unie — asi 37 procent
celkové spotreby EU 412 miliard m3 v roce 2021. Pouze Némecko
spoléhalo na rusky plynovod zemniho plynu na zhruba 32 procent
jeho spotreby 142 miliard m3 plynu v roce 2021.

Dnes jsou v provozu pouze dva ruské ropovody, pricemz jeden z
nich pracuje hluboko pod kapacitou.

Pét ruskych plynovoditi a jejich osud

Yamal-Europe , 4 100 km dlouhy plynovod postaveny v 9o. letech
a plné uvedeny do provozu v roce 2006, byl prvni obéti politickych
her EU. Na jare 2022, poté, co polské urady odmitly platit za rusky
plyn v rublech (podminka, kterou Moskva prosadila vii¢i zemim,
které ji sankcionovaly, aby dostaly pod kontrolu kolisani sménného
kurzu), zapnuly polské urady plynovod s kapacitou 33 miliard
m3/rok v reverznim toku, svlékaji sebe a Némecko hlavni trasu
dodavek ruského plynu. Varsava formalné ukoncila svou smlouvu s
Gazpromem v kvétnu s tvrzenim, Ze se spole¢nost ukazala jako
,nespolehlivy partner® a poplacala se po zadech za své ,,odhodlani
stat se zcela nezavislymi na ruském plynu®. V diisledku toho polsky
statni plynarensky gigant PGNiG zvysil vnitini sazby plynuo 45
procent , pricemz naklady na energii prispivajici k inflaci vysplhaly
na 17-18 procent, coz je v Polsku nejvice za posledni desetileti.
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Dale je tu Nord Stream , masivni ¢tyrpotrubni sit potrubi vedouci z
Ruska do Némecka po dné Baltského more. Sit se sklada z Nord
Stream 1 — zprovoznény v letech 2011—2012 a Nord Stream 2, jehoz
vystavba byla dokoncena v roce 2021, ale ktery nikdy nebyl online,
nejprve kvili pretahovani ze strany némeckych regulatort a poté, co
byl zmrazen Berlinem v roce tinora 2022 pod drtivym tlakem
Washingtonu. Nord Stream 1 a 2 maji kombinovanou kapacitu pro
prepravu plynu az 110 miliard m3/rok, coz je dostacujici k
samostatnému pokryti az 75 procent némecké potreby
plynu nebo k preméné stredoevropské zemé na hlavni uzel
pro dodavky dale na zapad a na jih.

Rusky vyvoz plynu pres Nord Stream 1 klesl v 1été 2022 na minimum
a v srpnu se zastavil poté, co byla kviili opravam zastavena posledni
turbina jeho kompresorovych stanic. V zari Putin rekl, Ze potrubi
bylo odstaveno diky sankcim, které zabranily odeslani a instalaci
turbiny Siemens, ktera prochazi tdrzbou v Kanad€, do Ruska.

"Dejte ndm turbinu a zitra zapneme Nord Stream 1." Ale nic ndm
nedaji a rikaji 'vidite, pouZzivaji energii jako zbran?' jakou zbran?
Sami se zapletli do hromady neplechy a ted nevédi, co d€lat. Dostali
se do takzvané sank¢ni slepé ulicky,“ rekl tehdy Putin.
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26. zari utrp€ly Nord Stream 1 a 2 sérii koordinovanych sabotaznich
utokii u ostrova Bornholm v Dansku. Zapadni predstavitelé a média
okamzité obvinili Rusko z vyhozeni vlastni infrastruktury do povétri
a nepovolili Moskveé pristup na misto sabotaze, aby spolu s dal§imi
regionalnimi zemémi provedla forenzni vysetrovani.

Po mési¢nim vysSetrovani ukizala ruska armada prstem na
britské kralovské namoinictvo kviili teroristickému ¢inu.

Britské urady poprely jakoukoli iicast a obvinily Moskvu z
spodavani nepravdivych tvrzeni impozantniho rozsahu®.
Svédsti vySetiovatelé provedli vlastni vySetirovani, potvrdili
stopy sabotaze, ale zdrahali se jmenovat viniky.

1. listopadu 2022, 10:28 GMT

Dalsi je TurkStream , transbaltsky plynovod, ktery vede z jizniho
Ruska do turecké kontinentalni evropské zapadni ¢asti.
TurkStream, ktery dokaze precerpat az 31,5 miliardy
m3/rok, je jedinym velkym ruskym plynovodem dodavajicim plyn
do Evropy, ktery nebyl zasazen vysoce zpolitizovanymi energetickymi
valkami se Zapadem. Podle odhadt, které minuly tyden zverejnila
turecka média, plynovod v roce 2022 dodal 8,6 miliardy metrua
krychlovych plynu do Turecka a 12,5 miliardy metru
krychlovych do evropskych zemi véetné Srbska a
Mad’arska.
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Loni na podzim vyjadrili rusti a turecti predstavitelé zajem o
preménu Turecka na hlavni plynarensky uzel, pres ktery by mohla

byt do Evropy dodavana ruska energie a mozna i plyn ze zemi jako
AlZirsko, Katar a Azerbajdzan.

9. ledna, 06:59 GMT

Konecné je tu Sojuz , nejstarsi a nejmensi z ruskych plynovodii
sméfujicich do Evropy. Cast této plynovodni sité, ktera byla
postavena béhem sovétského obdobi, dodavala az 26,1 miliardy
m3/rok plynu do vychodni Evropy a tehdejsiho zapadniho
Neémecka, vede pres Ukrajinu.

Bez ohledu na ukrajinskou bezpec¢nostni krizi Sojuz funguje dodnes.
Od kvétna 2022 se dodavky pres ukrajinskou prepravni soustavu
plynu do Evropy pohybovaly mezi 40-43 miliony kubickych
metri za den (mil. m3/den) , ale klesly pod 38 a na zacatku
tohoto mésice pak 24,4 mil. m3/den. Sojuz je provozuschopny
jen castec¢né, pricemz Kyjev loni na jare uzavrel jednu ze
svych dvou linek poté, co sily Ruska a Luganské lidové republiky
osvobodily tizemi LPR s infrastrukturou potrubi od ukrajinskych sil.

Dnes jsou Sojuz a TurkStream jedinymi dvéma hlavnimi ruskymi
ropovody, které se pouzivaji k zajiSténi toho, aby Gazprom mohl
nadale plnit své smluvni zavazky vii¢i evropskym zemim. Minuly
meésic spolec¢nost oznamila, Ze jeji vyvoz plynu do Evropy bude v roce
2022 Cinit celkem zhruba 9o miliard metra krychlovych, coz je o 38
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procent méné nez v predchozim roce. Diky vy$sim globalnim cenam
energii vSak rusky federalni rozpocet ziskal v roce 2022 z prijmi z
fosilnich paliv 168,5 miliardy dolart, o rok drive to bylo 131,6
miliardy dolart.

Kdo tedy skutec¢né nese vinu za evropskou energetickou krizi?

Abych to shrnul, evropska energeticka krize a potreba Némecka
uchylit se ke spalovani Spinavého hnédého uhli pro teplo a elektrinu
nemaji nic spolec¢ného s tim, ze Rusko nebo Putin ,,zavreli plynovy
kohout®, jak tvrdi pan Habeck, ale jsou vysledkem Vlastni tsili
Bruselu ,,odstavit® blok a sankcionovat rusky energeticky sektor na
prikaz Washingtonu. Nasledné americké administrativy se roky
snazily torpédovat ruské ropovody do Némecka a misto toho
Evropantm tlacit dramaticky drazsi americky LPG. Nyni jim

ukrajinska krize kone¢né dala prilezitost.

Americki alternativa k ruskému plynu je vSak draha a z
dlouhodobého hlediska neudrzitelna, jak potvrzuji mnozi odbornici
na energetiku a dokonce i ministri energetiky. Minuly tyden katarsky
ministr energetiky Saad al-Kaabi predpovédél, Ze rusky plyn se
béhem dekady ve velkém vrati do Evropy, aby pomohl stabilizovat
ceny a uspokojit trh.

How Afro-Colombian Women Braided Escape Maps and Kept Gold
in Their Hair

11 minutes ago

8/18


https://www.usitc.gov/research_and_analysis/tradeshifts/2020/energy.htm
https://sputniknews.com/20230125/

© AFP 2023

Subscribe

International

India

Africa

One of the most violent episodes in the history of the American
continent is the enslavement of the black population in several of its
countries. Communities taken from Africa were forced to work in the
Americas under the mandate of European colonizers, whose traces
remain to this day.

The Afro-descendant heritage is clear and problems of racism and
discrimination from the colonial period persist in today's Colombia.

According to the Colombian government's National Department of
Statistics (DANE), the black, Afro-Colombian, Raizal and Palenquero
population of the South American country totals more than 4.6
million people, or 9.34% of Colombia's population.

Sputnik spoke with Afro-Colombian sociologist Lemeva
Leidys Valderrama about some examples of resistance by these
communities in her country, as well as the current challenges in the
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fight against racism.

"Much of what is said about us is said from the perspective of white
people who have had the power to write history and do science and
academia," she noted.

"These consequences [from colonial slavery] survive, and this
epistemic racism is real and tangible, and it survives in reality; Afro-
descendant populations in Colombia continue to suffer from it,"
Valderrama summarized.

4 December 2022, 12:53 GMT

Black King Against Slavery

At the end of the 16th century, a period in which the conquest and
colonization of several territories of the American continent was
consolidated in the hands of the Spanish Empire, a leader emerged
against the trafficking of millions of kidnapped and enslaved people
of African origin. His name was Domingo Benkos Biohd.

Probably originally from Guinea-Bissau, Benkos Bioh6 was
kidnapped by Portuguese traffickers and sent to Cartagena de Indias,
"one of the main slave ports that the Spanish had in their colonies in
the Caribbean and South America" on the northern coast of

Colombia.
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"Benkos Bioho, along with other enslaved men and women, fled to
the interior of the savannahs and mountains surrounding Cartagena
de Indias because of the inhumane conditions under which they lived
under the oppression of slavery. These places, inaccessible, served as
a refuge and settlement for hundreds of slaves fleeing their masters,"
according to Sefial Memoria, an initiative to preserve the audiovisual
heritage of Colombia.

Thus, Palenqueros and Maroons escaping oppression developed
social and cultural networks in their own communities to resist
slavery in the New Kingdom of Granada, the name for the region

during the colonial period.

"King Benkos Bioho is one of the greatest examples of the
construction and creation of Maroonism in the Americas," said
sociologist Valderrama.

In addition to his struggle for the Blacks of Colombia, this social
leader led the process of building the precursors of the modern state
through the organization of palenques, or free towns for escaped
slaves, according to the expert consulted, made up of men and
women who had escaped from slavery.

"Benkos Bih6 became a leader who made it possible to transform the
imaginary around the process of colonization and enslavement,
showing that it was possible to escape this practice, this institution,
and also that new conditions should be generated to inhabit these
new territories, these territories built as palenques," Valderrama
noted.
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Importance of Hair

The sociologist says that Benko's Bioho remains alive in the
resistance of Afro-descendant women who continue to weave their
identity processes, in which hair has played a fundamental role.

"The hair was very important in the construction of these palenquero
or palenquista societies, because it was there that the seeds and
materials or metals that were planted in this new land, in this
palenque, were kept," she noted.

Using braids and combs, these women built maps of freedom on
their heads to live, in addition to saving seeds, the sociologist
explained, for resistance and food supply in places of struggle.

Sociologist Lina Maria Vargas Alvarez, a graduate of the
National University of Colombia, studied how hair was used to
plan these liberation strategies. "In order to plan the escape from
their masters, the women gathered around the heads of the smallest
ones and, thanks to the observation from the mountains, they
designed a map full of paths and escape routes, locating the highest
mountains, rivers and trees," she noted in her thesis Poética del
peinado colombiano (Poetics of the Colombian Hairstyle).
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"People who saw them could know where to go. The language on the
body, with codes unknown to the masters, allowed people to escape.
Thus, hairstyles, which could have served as markers of tribal and
ethnic affiliation and even social status, played a preeminent role as a
beautiful but complicated and secret language for those who did not

know it," the university professor added.

©) AFP 2023

A swampy terrain was represented in the hairstyles with furrows, in
addition to tracing the displacements according to the direction of
the hair, Vargas Alvarez explained in a testimony collected in her
academic work.

"When they went to the fields, when they went to sow, they went
through the mountains, so they knew where the mountain was more,
more difficult for the others to reach them, so they wove the fabric,
let's say, of the strategy," she explained.
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In addition to collecting seeds, Afro-descendant women
also kept valuables such as gold and platinum in their hair
to use to their advantage and to protect them from thieves
and slavers.

Lively Gatherings Around Hair

Sociologist Vargas Alvarez also noted that hair continues to represent
a meeting space, as hair salons are used by Afro-Colombian
communities to meet and share, as areas of identification.

"Today, these aesthetic representations of the braiding of Afro-
descendant populations, led by Afro-descendant women, continue to
constitute and represent processes of resistance to generate a new
vision and keep alive that ancestral legacy that allowed our ancestors
to regain their freedom," Valderrama told Sputnik.

Other examples of creativity toward liberation can be found in Afro-
descendant spirituality, she noted, as the ancestors used the
Christianity imposed by the conquerors to hide in it the roots of their
own religious creed.

"This spirituality survives and is reflected in the mortuary rites
through which the dead are said goodbye, and there are different
rites for different ages or different types of representations
depending on the rank of leadership or importance that the person
has in their community, if they are a wise man or if they are a child,
the mortuary rite is different," she explained.
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Afro-descendant deities, she described, bypassed the ideological
vigilance of the Catholic Church to continue to express themselves

among Colombians.

"There is also the question of language: San Basilio de Palenque
created its own language, which today is a language that is part of the
heritage of humanity, this language is called Palenquero," she said.

"These Maroons and libertarians built their own language using the
elements of the language that was imposed in that colonization -
slavery - and the elements that they managed to reserve or preserve

from Africa."

Violence Still Being Exercised

Racial discrimination is still practiced in Colombia, Valderrama
denounced, and it is particularly evident, as she illustrates, in the
invisibility of their contributions to the process of nation-building in
this South American country.
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"People still think that our only contribution is in folklore, but Afro-
Colombians built a nation, proposed a different vision of society, and
somehow always bet on the transformation of the country through
peace processes, community processes, based on dialogue
processes," she said.

According to Valderrama, these populations practice the African
philosophy of “Ubuntu”, which, according to the National
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), supports the belief that
there is a universal human bond that invites mutual care through an
essential connection.

University Professor Jaco Hoffman, a lecturer in South
Africa, explains that the underlying concept of Ubuntu is respect for
oneself and others. "So, if you are able to see others, even strangers,
as full human beings, you will never treat them badly or as if they
were inferior."

"Afro-descendant women's hair is still stigmatized, especially black
or Afro-descendant women; there are many, many memes and very
harmful publications about Afro-descendant women's aesthetics," he
said.

During Colombian President Gustavo Petro's presidential campaign,
the Afro-descendant Francia Marquez, Colombia's first black woman
vice president, was the focus of racist attacks because of her
background, Valderrama recalled.

Making Afro-Descendant President Invisible

The sociologist denounces that invisibilization contributes to the
constant violence that Afro-Colombian populations continue to be
accused of being ugly. A clear example of this is the erasure from
history of Colombia's first Afro-descendant president.

It was not until the administration of Juan Manuel Santos (2010-
2018) that the figure of Juan José Nieto Gil was recovered and his

presence in Colombian political life was recognized, the expert noted.
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"This shows the structural racism that survives in the genesis of
Colombian society, which renders Afro-descendants invisible and
only takes them into account to amuse or entertain," the sociologist
lamented.

The testimonies of resistance of the black and Afro-descendant
community in Colombia, despite their political eloquence, have also
been erased and minimized by official history, Valderrama said.

"It has been the Afro-descendant population itself, with a minimal
participation of academia, that has been able to make visible these
contributions and these other realities of struggle and
transformation of Afro-descendant populations," the sociologist
acknowledged.

The appearance of these populations in official books was allowed
only when they articulated discrimination against them and
discrediting stigmas, such as accusing them of laziness or

encapsulating them in prejudices such as "they were only good for
dancing".
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Importance of Representation

It is not in the hands of Vice President Francia Marquez to reverse a
structural problem such as Colombian racism, much less with magic
formulas, asserts sociologist Valderrama, but it is important to see
her occupy spaces of power because it will allow boys and girls to feel
capable of reaching them, more confident.

In addition, she noted that both Petro and Marquez have promoted
policies that address Colombia's racial problem and open the door to
the demands of these communities in a process that involves the
whole country in recognizing its diversity.
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