Zaporozhye Officials Slam IAEA Reports on Explosions
at NPP as Provocation
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Zaporozské urady kritizuji zpravy MAAE o silnych explozich v JE
jako provokaci
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SIMFEROPOL (Sputnik) - Zprava Mezinarodni agentury pro
atomovou energii (MAAE) o silnych explozich v okoli Zaporozské
jaderné elektrarny (ZNPP) neni pravdiva a je provokaci, Vladimir
Rogov, ¢len hlavni rady regionalni spravy Zaporozi, rekl ve ctvrtek
Sputniku.

Drive v ten den vydala MAAE prohlaseni, ze experti agentury
rozmisténi v elektrarné hlasili silné exploze v oblasti Zaporozské JE,
,C0Z naznacuje vojenské aktivity v blizkosti mista nachazejiciho se na
fronté probihajiciho konfliktu. " Podle prohlaseni experti v
poslednich dnech a tydnech témeér denné hlasili podobné incidenty
velitelstvi ve Vidni.

"Tato informace neodpovida skutec¢nosti. V blizkosti jaderné
elektrarny nedoslo k zadnym, zvlasté silnym, vybuchiim. Je ziejmé,
ze se jedna o né€jaky druh mazané hry nebo triku MAAE, jehoz cilem
je provokace nebo néjaké kroky k diskreditaci situace v regionu,“ rekl
Rogov.

Utednik uvedl, Ze cilem agentury je zpochybnit schopnost ruské
armady zarucit bezpeénost a chranit JE pred ukrajinskym
ostrelovanim.

, Clovék ma dojem, ze MAAE plni politickou viili
kyjevského rezimu a jejich panu , ktefi maji obavy z tispésnych
uto¢nych akei ruské armady na zaporozskych tsecich frontové linie,
takze se ji snazi zpomalit. dolii vSemi zplisoby, véetné Sireni
dezinformaci,“ rekl Rogov.

Renat Karchaa, poradce reditele Rosenergoatomu, dceriné
spoleénosti ruské statni jaderné energetické agentury Rosatom, rekl
Sputniku, Ze cilem zpravy MAAE je zdiskreditovat Rusko v otazce
jaderné bezpecénosti a ospravedlnit ukrajinské ostrelovani elektrarny.

"Tady [experti] rikaji, Ze slyseli silné exploze. Zaroven nikdy nerikaji,
odkud tyto exploze pochézeji. V tomto bod€ maji atrofii sluchu i
zraku. A vSe, co neni jasné... je vykladano proti Ruské federaci,” rekl
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Karchaa.

"Jde o dalsi pokus provést zkusebni tider proti Rusku jako statu,
ktery idajné€ neni schopen zajistit jadernou bezpecnost elektrarny a
zaroven na sebe upozornit a ukazat, Ze d€laji néco velmi vazného a
dulezitého."

Karchaa poznamenal, ze zaméstnanci MAAE zamérné nerikaji,
odkud ostrelovani elektrarny pochéazi, aby z toho vinili Rusko.

Rekl, Ze Rusko osobné respektuje praci MAAE a generalniho feditele
Rafaela Grossiho a dodal, ze Moskva byla a stale je oteviena jednani
a spolupréci s agenturou od samého pocatku ukrajinského konfliktu.
Nicméné rekl, Ze "respekt a otevirenost Ruska jsou nakonec
interpretovany jako nase slabost".

ZNPP se nachazi na levém brehu reky Dnépr a je poctem bloki a
vykonem nejvétsi jadernou elektrarnou v Evropé. Zacatkem brezna
se dostal pod kontrolu ruskych sil a od té doby byl opakované
napadan, coz vyvolalo mezinarodni obavy z mozné jaderné havarie.
MAAE opakované konstatovala nutnost vytvoreni bezpecnostni zony
kolem ZNPP.
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Vidce danské pravicové strany Hard Line a obvykly spalova¢ Koranu
Rasmus Paludan slibil Ankare, ze bude ,kazdy patek® palit kopie
posvatné knihy islamu pred tureckou ambasadou, dokud nebude
Svédsku udéleno povoleni ke vstupu do NATO.

Earlier, Ankara interrupted NATO tripartite negotiations with
Sweden and Finland; it decried them as as "meaningless," citing
Paludan’s protest in Stockholm, during which a copy of the Quran
was burned, leaving the nations’ NATO bids hanging in the air.
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Paludan, whose fringe party runs on an anti-Islam agenda and a
promise to ban all non-Western immigration, reiterated the framing
of his actions as an exercise in freedom of speech. In recent years,
Paludan has made burning and otherwise defacing copies of the
Quran an integral part of his political repetoir.

"I will proclaim that this is Erdogan's fault. Now that he doesn't want
to let Sweden into NATO, I have to teach him about freedom of
speech until he does. As I see it, Erdogan is a liar. When he says it's
someone else's fault, he doesn't know how causality works," Paludan
told Swedish media.

Admittedly, he intends to burn three Qurans this Friday in
Copenhagen — one outside of the Turkish embassy, one near a
mosque and one near the Russian embassy. Unlike in Sweden,
Paludan doesn’t need a permit in Denmark, but must notify the
authorities 24 hours before carrying out an action.

Paludan also promised to "never in his entire life to burn a Quran in
front of the Turkish embassy again" once Sweden is accepted into
NATO.

Sweden’s NATO Bid Gets Delayed Amid Internal Strife

In recent weeks, Sweden's already fraught NATO talks were
complicated further by high-profile provocations, including one
where an effigy of Turkish President Recep Erdogan was hanged in
Stockholm and a cartoon contest was held by a Swedish newspaper
to mock the Turkish leader.

Amid a strong backlash in Turkey and the Muslim world at large,
Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson tried to mend fences and
condemned the Quran-burning, while offering his "sympathy" to all
offended Muslims. He also emphasized the importance of the
quickest possible NATO accession and called for a dialog with
Turkey.
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The government's previous readiness to go to considerable lengths to
accommodate Turkish demands, including greenlighting arms
exports and extraditing people on Ankara’s wishlist, has angered the
left-wing opposition and human rights groups. However, its handling
of the "Qurangate" sparked outrage among its own allies, the Sweden
Democrats, which, as the country’s second-largest party, provide key
support to the embattled minority government.

First, Sweden Democrat leader Jimmie Akesson lambasted Turkish
leader as an "Islamist dictator" and cautioned the government

against going too far in trying to please him — a nod to the very same
Prime Minister Kristersson previously calling some of Erdogan’s
demands impossible. Subsequently, Richard Jomshof, the chairman
of the parliamentary justice committee and Akesson’s party mate,
ventured that the prime minister’s apology was a bridge too far and

that more vigorous action to defend free speech was needed.

"I don't think you should do it, but you can do it and they get upset,
so torch a hundred more [Qurans] then," Jomshof told Swedish
media.

At the same time, he emphasized that the national-conservative
Sweden Democrats had nothing to do with the Quran burning in
Stockholm, even though a journalist with connections to the party
paid for Paludan's permit for the demonstration.
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Incidentally, a similar approach was voiced by Sweden Democrats’
archrivals, the Greens. Their spokeswoman Marta Stenevi fully
supported Paludan’s right to incendiary action and urged the
government to stand up for the freedom of speech.

However, the consequences of the Quran-burning may reach even
farther than Sweden’s stalled NATO bid. Al-Azhar University in
Cairo, renowned as the highest institution of learning for Sunni
Muslims, called for a global boycott of Swedish goods, sparking
concerns of potential economic harm to Swedish companies.
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