Ex-Pentagon Analyst: In Ukraine, F-16s Useful as
‘Propaganda’ But Not as Weapons
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Mezi svymi pozadavky na vice zapadniho vybaveni vlada v Kyjevée
pozadala o stihacky F-16 Falcon — vicedcelové letadlo ¢tvrté
generace, které po desetileti pouziva nékolik spojeneckych vzdusnych
sil USA. V nizozemském zakonodarném sboru zurila vasniva debata o
této otazce, ackoli Amsterdam dosud takovy prevod odmital.

Ve ¢tvrtek vyrobcee letadel Lockheed Martin uvedl, Ze spole¢nost se
pripravuje ,doplnit“ jakékoli dary pro Ukrajinu od americkych
spojencti novymi F-16, podobné jako se americti dodavatelé obrany
zavazali udélat s dalsim vybavenim, které Ukrajiné poskytli spojenci
NATO.

Celkove USA prislibily Kyjevu zhruba 100 miliard dolari, véetné
vojenské techniky, podpory a dalSich druhti nevojenského zbozi a
financovani.

Nicméné, byvaly expert Pentagonu rekl, Ze v rukou Ukrajiny je F-16

Vvevs

Vyslouzily podplukovnik Karen Kwiatkowski, byvaly
analytik amerického ministerstva obrany , rekl v patek
Sputniku, Ze jediny zptsob , jak by F-16 mohla byt na Ukrajiné
uzitecna, je metoda, ktera s sebou nese riziko dramatické eskalace
konfliktu.
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»,Myslim, ze musime lépe porozumét tomu, co se politici na Ukrajiné
snazi dé€lat a proc. Je zfejmé, ze Zapad se o ukrajinsky lid viibec
nestara. Uspéch v moderni valce jiZz nezavisi na letovych
schopnostech pohledného stihaciho pilota - stihaci perute se staly
malou a relativné zranitelnou souéasti pozemni bitvy, nejlépe

vyuzitelné pro priizkum nebo odpalovani zaloznich strel - a pokud se
tak pouziji vtomto NATO- Konkurence Ruska by znamenala, Ze
valka se rozhorela a bude jaderna,” rekla.

27. ledna, 6:07 GMT

,Pokud se m4 jednat o valku proti Rusku, musi byt zapadni
demokracie schopny bicovat své obyvatelstvo, z nichZ mnohé jsou
proti této valce, a rozhodné proti ni na svych vlastnich dvorcich.
Vsudypritomné modré a zluté vlajky na kazdé strance socialnich
médii nyni pominuly a Americané a Evropané ¢eli novym a
pokracujicim ekonomickym tézkostem po cely rok 2023. Americka
vlada celi dalsi hrozbé platebni neschopnosti za nékolik tydnti a
zadna zapadni zemé neni ve financ¢ni situaci. rozsirena a prodlouzena
valka®“.

»Stihaci letadla jako hrdinsti zachranci byli po mnoho desetileti silné
indoktrinovani do predstavivosti USA. Pokud dokazeme ,ztratit*
jednu z nich v rukou ruské armady nebo letectva, nebo i kdyz lze
vygenerovat faleSnou vlajku, aby to vypadalo, Ze tomu tak je, mohou
byt zapadni politici schopni dostat svou valku — to masivné odstrani
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svobody doma a vymaze stary vladni dluh pri prechodu na ,,valeény
zaklad® — nez je nahradi moudrejsi a patriotnéjsi viidei, vysvétlila.

,F-16 na Ukrajinu funguji pouze jako doméci propaganda pro dalsi
valku a vytvofrily by vice prileZitosti k domacimu vzteku na obou
stranach a omezily moznost dosahnout skute¢né dohody a urovnani
ukrajinské hranice ve valce, ktera slouzi skutecnych lidi, kteri tam
stale ziji. Rusko se neboji bojového potencialu, ale je nuceno niéit
stale vice zapadniho vybaveni darovaného Ukrajiné, v ¢emz bude
pokracovat, a to ve skutecnosti slouzi icelu Londyna a Moskvy a také
Varsavy.

© Photo
© Fotografie

Iranské urady zahajily formalni vySetrovani okolnosti itoku dronu
na tovarnu ministerstva obrany v Isfahanu.

"Pri incidentu nebyly zjiStény zadné obéti a bylo zahjeno
vySetrovani jeho priéin," rekl v ned€li mistnim médiim mistni
predstavitel.

Iran’s Defense Ministry said earlier that an attempt had been made
to strike the Isfahan plant using three quadcopter-style drones, with
one drone shot down by air defenses, and two others blown up after
being caught in “defense traps.”

Footage posted to social media showed an explosion over the roof of
the plant, followed by a plume of smoke rising into the night sky as
onlookers filmed the scene using their phones.

“Thanks to God’s blessing, the attack caused no disruption to the
equipment and the operations of the complex,” the Defense Ministry
said, noting that only minor damage had been caused to a workshop
roof.

A source confirmed to Sputnik Persian that the unmanned aerial
vehicles involved in Saturday’s attack were ordinary off-the-shelf
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drones, not ‘strike UAVs', as initially reported in some quarters.

Psychological Warfare

Iranian state media accused “Zionist user accounts on
social networks, especially Twitter” and counter-
revolutionary elements at home of engaging in
“psychological operations” and spreading “fake news” by
trying to link the Isfahan attack with an unrelated incident
in Shahid Salimi Industrial City in northwestern Iran on
Saturday night. In the latter incident, an engine oil factory was

enveloped in a massive fire caused by a leaking pipe, with negligence
suspected. However, some social media accounts posted video and
photos from the visually dramatic oil factory fire while labelling it as
the drone attack on the Isfahan military factory.

#Ukrainian media (left screenshot) are falsely attributing video of fire in an oil purification
factory in #Azarshahr located in Northwest of #Iran to the drone attack at an ammunition
factory in #lsfahan which is 770km away! & “' https://t.co/kxi9A XL dcq
pic.twitter.com/XvkGksxSbp

— Babak Taghvaee - The Crisis Watch (@BabakTaghvaeel) January 29, 2023

SUMMARY of what happend in Iran ==

These are the only events that happend, anything else was part of a disinformation

campaign.

- Foiled micro-drone attack in Isfahan
- Car oil refining factory fire accident in Tabriz
- 5.9 magnitude earthquake in Khoy

EVERYTHING ELSE IS FAKE pic.twitter.com/viN2gfRM2E

— Arya m= (@AryJeay) January 29, 2023

No casualties were reported in the oil factory fire. More incidents
were also reported online about alleged attacks in Alborz and
Hamadan provinces, but officials there immediately followed and
announced that there were no incidents of sabotage or terror to
report.
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Israeli and Gulf media have paid curiously close attention to the
Isfahan drone incident. One Israeli outlet reported, citing Western
intelligence and foreign ‘sources’, that the attack was “a tremendous
success,” and credited the Mossad with carrying it out.

A Saudi news channel alleged that the US Air Force and an unnamed
third country were responsible for the attack.

It's worth reiterating that Iran has yet to attribute
responsibility for the attack to any actor or country.

Bad Blood

Iran and Israel have engaged in a mostly behind-the-scenes
intelligence war for decades, carrying out cyberattacks targeting one
another’s internet and physical infrastructure, and Israel suspected
of engaging in the systematic murder of scientists working on Iran’s
peaceful nuclear program, and sabotage attacks against these
facilities.

Tel Aviv has repeatedly threatened to launch air strikes on the
Iranian nuclear program, laying out a special five billion shekel ($1.5
billion US) allowance for the mission and drilling alongside US
aircraft through 2022. Iran has repeatedly warned Israel and its
American allies against taking such a step, saying Tel Aviv would
have to spend “thousands of billions of dollars” to repair its cities
following the inevitable “crushing” Iranian response involving its
vast arsenal of conventional ballistic and cruise missiles.

This week, former Israeli Navy chief Eli Marum urged the
Benjamin Netanyahu government to strike Iran “sooner
rather than later,” with “sooner...mean[ing] in the
upcoming year,” because Tehran is on “the threshold” of
building a nuclear bomb.

Iran has repeatedly rejected nukes and all other weapons for mass
destruction from its defense doctrine, and has accused Israel and the
international community of astounding hypocrisy in focusing on the
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Islamic Republic’s peaceful nuclear energy program while failing to
pay attention to Tel Aviv’s actual (suspected) nuclear weapons status.

29 November 2022, 15:28 GMT

Along with Israeli and US intelligence, Iran is fighting a domestic
insurgency known as the Mujahedin-e-Khalq Organization (MKO), a
US, Israeli and Gulf State-backed paramilitary force waging low-
intensity warfare against the Islamic Republic since the early 1980s,
and responsible for a string of deadly terrorist attacks across the
country.

CIA head William Burns arrived in Israel on Thursday for talks with
government and intelligence officials, purportedly focusing on easing
tensions between the Jewish State and the Palestinian Authority
amid a string of back-and-forth killings and terror attacks. Burns’
trip will be followed up by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s
own visit to Israel the following Monday, with Blinken expected to
bring up “threats posed by Iran” in talks with Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu.
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