South Africa's National Oil Firm Reportedly Seeks
Partners to Revive Defunct Refinery

February 2, 2023
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Rusky ministr zahranici Sergej Lavrov prohlasil, zZe ¢im vice zbrani
dlouhého doletu Zapad dodava kyjevskému rezimu , tim dale musi

byt presunuty od ruskych hranic.
V rozhovoru pro Sputnik podtrhl, Ze eskalace konfliktu na Ukrajiné
roste.

"Skutecnost, Ze se Zapad nemiize uklidnit - a jako v nechvalné
znamych pohadkach, kazdym krokem uvizne jesté vic v baziné - to
hraje diilezitou roli v pribéhu operace [ruské specidlni armady]. Tato
eskalace , mate naprostou pravdu, je to sn€éhova koule,“ rekl Lavrov.

Dodal, ze ,nyni se snazime presunout délostrelectvo ukrajinské
armady tak, aby nemohlo predstavovat hrozbu pro nase hranice, ale
Zapad se chysta dodat zbrané dlouhého doletu, coz znamena, Ze ho
budeme muset posunout dal®.
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Nejvyssi rusky diplomat zdtiraznil, Ze vSichni chtéji, aby konflikt na
Ukrajiné skoncil, ale ¢asovy faktor neni tim hlavnim.

,VSichni chceme, aby to skoncilo, ale neni zde dilezity faktor casu,
dulezity je faktor podstaty, faktor kvality vysledkt, které
poskytujeme nasim lidem, tém, kteri chtéji ziistat soucasti ruska
kultura,“ rekl Lavrov.

Podle Lavrova se Zapad snazi porazit Rusko tak, Ze se nemtize
vzpamatovat desitky let, coz je pokus o vyreseni ,ruské otazky*.

Dodal, ze se zd4a, ze Zapad doda Kyjevu moderni vojenskou techniku
spolu se zahrani¢nimi bojovymi posadkami.

,VSechny druhy zbrani, které jiz byly ¢asteéné prevedeny, a zejména
ty, které byly oznameny, je podle expertti nemozné, aby Ukrajinci na
téchto systémech pracovali, vycviceni nebo po absolvovani néjakych
dvoumeésicnich ¢i dokonce trimésicnich kurzii. Podle specialistii
existuji systémy, na které nelze v dohledné dobé€ vycvicit, a pokud
budou dodany, pak s nejvétsi pravdépodobnosti spolecné s bojovymi
posadkami,“ poznamenal Lavrov.

Rusky ministr zahranici také rekl, ze Moskva se neobratila na své
partnery Organizace Smlouvy o kolektivni bezpec¢nosti (ODKB) s
zadosti o pomoc v souvislosti se specialni ruskou vojenskou operaci

na Ukrajiné.
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"Nikomu jsme takovy pozadavek nevznesli. Vychazime z toho, ze
mame vse potiebné k vyreSeni ikolii specialni vojenské operace, k
ukondéeni valky, kterou Zapad rozpoutal prostrednictvim
ukrajinského rezimu i po prevratu." ,“ podtrhl.

Tyto poznamky prichazeji poté, co némecky ministr obrany Boris
Pistorius minuly mésic oznamil rozhodnuti Berlina poslat 14_tanki
Leopard 2 na Ukrajinu , po ¢emz nasledoval americky prezident Joe
Biden, ktery prohlasil, ze Washington dod4 Kyjevu 31 tanki Abrams.
Ruskeé velvyslanectvi v Némecku varovalo, zZe ,,toto extrémné

nebezpecfné rozhodnuti [ Berlina] posouva ukrajinsky konflikt na
novou uroven patové situace. Mluvéi Kremlu Dmitrij Peskov zase
novinarim rekl, ze dodavky zbrani Ukrajin€ ze strany zapadnich

zemi sved¢i o jejich primém a rostoucim zapojeni do konfliktu.

26. ledna, 17:34 GMT

"Neustale se objevuji prohlaseni z evropskych metropoli i z
Washingtonu, Ze vyslani rtiznych zbranovych systémi, véetné tankd,
na Ukrajinu v Zadném pripad€ neznamena zapojeni téchto zemi nebo
aliance do nepratelskych akci, které na Ukrajiné probihaji.
Kategoricky nesouhlasime s tohle,” dodal Peskov.

Moskva opakované varovala, Ze zaslanim vojenské pomoci Kyjevu
USA a jejich spojenci jen prodluzuji ukrajinsky konflikt . Ruské
ministerstvo zahranici uvedlo, ze zemé NATO si ,zahravaji s ohném®
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dodavkami zbrani do Kyjeva a Ze jakykoli konvoj zbrani pro Ukrajinu
se stane legitimnim cilem ruskych sil.
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Spole¢nost PetroSA se obratila na komercni partnery, aby pomohli
financovat nékolik rozvojovych projektt, uvedla média.

V jednom z pripadu by jihoafricka narodni ropna spole¢nost mohla
promeénit svou dnes jiz neexistujici rafinerii v Mossel Bay ve
vyznamného dodavatele paliva, schopného dodavat benzin a naftu
pro priblizné tretinu aut v Jizni Africe.

According to the company, the refinery could compete with the
output of chemical company Sasol, which is among the last local
producers of liquid fuels left against the backdrop of refineries
shutdowns.

PetroSA alleges that Mossel Bay, which was constructed for a 36,000
bpd output, could produce 200,000 bpd with the right investment.
With less capital investment, the projected output is 7,500 bpc,
covering only 1% of South Africa's daily needs.

22 January, 11:30 GMT

There are several criteria for potential partners in the appeal,
including state-owned, or "state supported", oil or gas providers and
investors. However, any partner that could bring at least $2.5 million
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to the table, or raise $150 million over time, is welcome.

The appeal also prioritizes those who could launch cooperation this
year. The company considers entering into a profit-sharing or
contract-production deal or handing over equity to a partner.

In the 1980s, apartheid-era South Africa made efforts to achieve
independence in its fuel supply against a backdrop of imports
threatened by sanctions. The Mossel Bay refinery was put into
operation in 1992, two years before the fall of apartheid. Since the
lifting of sanctions and the re-activation of imports, the facility had
been declining until being mothballed in 2020.

"Additional reserves have been brought into production since the
original commissioning of the facilities in the 1990's, but these have
now largely been depleted over the years of operation, and without
further development of indigenous gas production or alternative
feedstock strategies, the facility has run out of gas feed," PetroSA
declared.

South Africa — facing electricity blackouts since 2007 — is seeking to
modernize its energy sector. The country's energy roadmap involves
the utilization of major offshore gas fields to cover energy needs —
despite the global trend of switching to "greener" energy from fossil
fuels and the accompanying international pressure.

Details of Attack on Sputnik Journalists' German House Revealed
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The suspect in the May attack on the Sputnik journalists' Berlin
residence was reportedly seen near the building several days before

the incident.

The head of Rossiya Segodnya media group's Berlin office has
revealed details about the attack on Sputnik journalists' residence
last May, alleging police inaction.

"This guy [the suspect] was seen near our house a few days, about a
week before this incident. That's him. This is supposedly Dmitry
Bagrash, who, with three other creeps, organized tent cities for LGBT
rights against [President Vladimir] Putin," Sergei Feoktistov said.
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According to him, the assailant then sat in his car near the
journalists' home and made an obscene gesture to a
passing employee of the agency.

"Earlier, on March 3, he had posted our address on social media,
calling on 'Chechen friends' to remember 'the den of Russian

propaganda.' We reported this to the police. Then they refused to
open a case because, in their opinion, there was no direct incitement
to violence," Feoktistov noted.

27 October 2022, 20:01 GMT

The head of the media group stated that he had asked about the
investigation about two months ago, but law enforcement officials
refused to provide details. German law enforcement officials said

they do not comment on the investigation, even to those who are
considered victims. As for information about any arrests, he said that
police have not yet contacted anyone.

"The police never contacted me. We'll see how things develop,"
Feoktistov said.

On Wednesday evening, it was reported that a Russian activist had
been arrested in Berlin on suspicion of trying to set fire to the RIA
Novosti office in the German capital. A source close to the suspect
said the detainee was being held in one of Berlin's remand centers.
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The building where RIA Novosti journalists and their families live
was attacked last May. One of the windows was smashed and a
canister with wires was found in the ventilation shaft. Police
evacuated the tenants and the bomb squad defused the device. Police
launched an investigation, and the Berlin public prosecutor's office
and the state security service were called in.
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