Making the Case for War: 20 Years Ago, Colin Powell
Lied to the UN
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"Kolegové, kazdé prohlaseni, které dnes udélam, je podlozeno
solidnimi zdroji," prohlasil sebevédomeé. , To nejsou tvrzeni. To, co
vam davame, jsou fakta a zavéry zalozené na solidni inteligenci.

Na podporu svého pripadu Powell predlozil satelitni fotografie,
zvukové zaznamy zadrZenych rozhovori mezi irackymi vojaky,
svedectvi prebéhlikti na vysoké irovni a dokonce i malou lahviéku s
bilym praskem, ktera meéla slouzit jako symbol pro Bagdadsky
predpokladany antraxovy program. Na prvni pohled se diikazy zdaly
robustni a dramatické.

Byl tu jen jeden do o¢i bijici problém: Nic z toho nebyla pravda.
Satelitni snimky neukéazaly to, co Powell tvrdil, Ze udé€lali, zatimco
zvukové nahravky a svédectvi byly zamérné zmanipulovany. Vice nez
70 inspekei OSN v Irdku v predchozich letech nenaslo absolutné
zadny diikaz, ze zemé vyvijela chemické, jaderné nebo biologické
zbrané. Po americké invazi v breznu 2003 byla i Bushova
administrativa nucena priznat, ze Irak nevlastni ZHN.

I kdyZ pravda nakonec zvitézila, prisla za mimoradné vysokou cenu.
Valka v Irdku méla za nasledek stovky tisic mrtvych Iracant a vice
nez 9 miliont vysidlenych, podle iidajii Watsonova institutu pro
mezinarodni a verejné zalezitosti Brown University. Témér dvacet let
po americké invazi se Irak stale potyka se sektarskym a politickym
nasilim, které rozpoutal vojensky debakl Washingtonu.
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Jak mohla Bushova administrativa prodat valku zalozenou na
pochybnych zpravodajskych informacich nejen americkému lidu, ale

také velké ¢asti mezinarodniho spolecenstvi? Mozna jesté diilezitéjsi
je, poucilo se americké politické a vojenské vedeni ze své
katastrofalni invaze?

Aby Sputnik na tyto otazky odpovédél, hovoril s byvalymi tredniky
Pentagonu a ministerstva zahranici, kteti byli na vlastni oci svédky
smérovani Bushovy administrativy k valce a vystoupili proti ni.

Anatomie Izi

Snaha USA o invazi do Irdku zacala nedlouho poté, co se prezident
George W. Bush ujal tiradu v lednu 2001, podle vyslouZzilého
podplukovnika Karena Kwiatkowského, ktery v mésicich
predchazejicich Pentagonu slouzil jako senior analytik pro Blizky
vychod. valka.

Vysvétlila, ze kratce po Bushové inauguraci zacal viceprezident Dick
Cheney obsazovat Pentagon, Radu narodni bezpec¢nosti a klicové
americké zpravodajské sluzby velkym poctem politickych
jmenovanych, z nichz vétSina pochézela z neokonzervativnich think-
tanki. Tito jestrabi ttednici byli dlouholetymi zastanci zmény
rezimu v Iraku a tvrdili, Ze takovy krok by USA umoznil posilit
kontrolu nad Blizkym vychodem a ,vojensky“ obkli¢it sousedni Iran.

Véera

Netrvalo dlouho a neokonzervativci v Bushoveé administrativé zahajili
koordinovanou kampan s cilem polozit informacni zaklad pro invazi
do Irdku. Kwiatkowski rekl Sputniku, Ze od srpna 2002 byli analytici
z Blizkého vychodu jako ona instruovani, aby neodporovali
zpravodajskym oznamenim a brifinktim, které naznacovaly, ze Irak
vyviji zbran€ hromadného niceni. Disidenti, kteri vyjadrili obavy
ohledné pravdivosti téchto tvrzeni, byli vyhozeni.

Tyto pochybné zpravy skonéily nejen na Bushove stole, ale také na
titulnich strankach New York Times a Washington Post .

2/12


https://sputniknews.com/20220320/on-anniversary-of-invasion-of-iraq-arab-league-ex-chief-reflects-on-us-lies---miscalculations-1094037461.html

I uprostred tohoto impozantniho propagandistického tlaku bylo
mnoho z nejvyssich vrstev Washingtonu, kteri meli informace
odporujici oficidlnimu vypravéni o Irdku. Jednim z nich nebyl nikdo
jiny nez Colin Powell.

5. listopadu 2017, 10:47 |

V mésicich predchazejicich invazi Powell soukromeé vyjadril své
pochybnosti o smérovani Bushovy administrativy k valce britskému
ministru zahranici Jacku Strawovi a jeho vlastnimu nacelnikovi
Stabu plukovniku Lawrence Wilkersonovi. Jen nékolik dni pred
Powellovym nechvalné znamym projevem v OSN obdrzel americky
ministr zahranic¢i od svych zpravodajskych sluzeb dvée sdéleni, ktera
primo vyvracela mnoha tvrzeni uvedena v prezentaci.

,Myslim, ze Powell, jako byvaly predseda Sboru nacelnikt stabti, meél
divod védét, ze informace byly smyslené v dob€, kdy pronesl projev,
a myslim, Ze ve skutecnosti mél podezreni, zZe byly vyrobeny v dobé,
kdy je pronesl, ale rozhodl se promluvte tak jako tak z prevazné
politickych divodi,“ rekl David T. Pyne, ktery v letech 2000-2003
slouzil jako referent na Blizkém vychodé na Stabu velitelstvi americké

armady.

Pyne zaroven zduraznil, ze i kdyby Powell skute¢né véril, ze Irak
vlastni zbrané hromadného niceni, stale to neni dostatecné silny
diivod k invazi do zemé. Vysvétlil, Ze Irak byl po ztraté sedesati
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procent svého vojenského vybaveni a personalu v prvni valce v
Perském zalivu v roce 1991 prilis oslabeny na to, aby predstavoval
velkou hrozbu pro své sousedy, natoz pro USA.

Pyne poznamenal, Ze mnoho ¢lenti zpravodajské komunity sdilelo
jeho hodnoceni schopnosti Iradku. ,,Po osobni navstéve astredi CIA v
Langley ve Virginii a rozhovoru s tehdejsim reditelem Narodni
zpravodajské rady Johnem C. Gannonem v fijnu 1999 vAm mohu fici,
ze Irak nebyl ani na jejich seznamu péti hlavnich hrozeb. ¢as,” rekl.

I kdyz se Powell rozhodl své vyhrady viic¢i Iraku zahodit, nékteri nizsi
predstavitelé Pentagonu a ministerstva zahraniéi se rozhodli
nemlcet. Kwiatkowski i Pyne publikovali ¢lanky pred valkou v Iraku
varujici pred moznymi disledky invaze.

Dalsi disidentkou byla Ann Wrightova, americka diplomatka, ktera
také slouzila 29 let v americké armade jako plukovnik. 19. brezna
2003, jen jeden den predtim, nez USA vyslaly vojaky do Iraku,
predlozila Wrightova Powellovi sviij rezignaéni dopis.

Ponauceni?

Wright varoval, Ze mezi pripravou na americkou invazi do Irdku a
rostouci vojenskou angazovanosti Bidenovy administrativy na
Ukrajiné existuje mnoho souvisejicich paralel. Vysvétlila, zZe stejné
jako byli odpiirci valky v Iraku mlceni, jsou ukrajinsti skeptici rovnéz
zastrasovani, aby odtahli linii jestrabi strany.

,Uvnitr vlady samotné existuje mnoho sporti o tom, zda pokracovat v
rozdmychavani valky poskytovanim spousty zbrani Ukrajin€ nebo
kladenim velkého diirazu na vyjednavani o primeéri s cilem zastavit

zabijeni. V zakulisi je spousta nesouhlasu,“ rekla.

Wright vyjadril skepsi, Ze zastanci diplomacie nakonec ve
Washingtonu zvitézi, protoze USA ,,vzdy potrebuji nepritele, aby
udrzely vojensko-primyslovy komplex v chodu®, a poznamenal, ze
hlavni darci kampani se podileji na vyrobé zbrani.
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Podobné obavy vyjadril Kwiatkowski, ktery poznamenal, Ze
Washington béhem dvou desetileti po iracké invazi neprovedl zadné
zasadni reformy zpravodajské byrokracie. Zaroven jsou americké
zdroje pro shromazd'ovani lidskych zpravodajskych informaci dnes
ve skutec¢nosti slabsi nez v roce 2003. A konecné, rostouci kontrola
americké vlady nad zpravodajstvim a socialnimi médii znamena, ze
pro Americany je stale obtiznéjsi ziskat objektivni informace o
mezinarodnim vyvoji. .

"Je obrovsky rozdil mezi hlasenim z Pentagonu prostrednictvim
Agentury obranného zpravodajstvi a pravdépodobné dalsich
americkych zpravodajskych sluzeb a skuteénymi udalostmi a
priubéhem valky na zemi na Ukrajiné," rekl Kwiatkowski. "Kde jsou
disidenti a kde je lidska inteligence na misté€ - a jak se to, co pozoruji,
dostava k americkému politickému vedeni?"

Colin Powell's Career-Ruining UN Testimony
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Once upon a time, Colin Powell was positioned to be the first African
American President of the United States.

The journey of a man once considered to be the most respected
person in America from a position where the Presidency of America
was his for the taking, to being discredited as a liar and fabricator
responsible for leading America to a failed war in Iraq, goes through
the United Nations Security Council where, on February 5, 2003,
Powell delivered an address that was intended to make the case for

an American invasion of Iraq.

As junior officer in the Marine Corps in the 1980s, I only knew Colin
Powell by reputation. When I joined the On-Site Inspection Agency
in 1988, I was part of a team of inspectors implementing a landmark
arms control agreement, the Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF)
treaty, which Powell, as the National Security Advisor to President
Ronald Reagan, shepherded through the negotiations leading up to
the treaty being signed, in December 1987, and through eventual
ratification by the US Senate, in May 1988. I was part of a team of
OSIA officers who were tasked with providing briefings to the US
Senate Foreign Relations Committee in the spring of 1988, and I
recall passing Colin Powell as we made our way to the Senate secure
conference room.
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Watch Ex-POTUS George W. Bush Admit ‘Brutal & Wholly

Unjustified” Invasion of Iraq in Freudian Slip
19 May 2022, 08:30 GMT

Generals who worked directly for the President of the United States
tend to impress young Lieutenants that way.

My next interaction with Colin Powell was during Operation Desert
Storm, in January 1991. I was a junior intelligence officer of the staff
of General Norman Schwarzkopf, the Commander of US Central
Command. We were two weeks into the war, and the coalition
assembled by President George H. W. Bush to evict Iraq from Kuwait
was being threatened by the possibility of Israel entering the war.
Iraq was firing indigenously modified SCUD missiles into Israel, and
the inability of the coalition to prevent these attacks was causing
Israel to threaten to intervene and get the job done itself.

There was tremendous pressure on General Schwarzkopf to kill
SCUDs, and the US Air Force had diverted thousands of sorties to
western Iraq to accomplish that task. In late January, one of these
sorties, flown by F-15 Strike Eagles, attacked a convoy of vehicles it
claimed were SCUD missiles. The video tape of that strike was
forwarded to Central Command Headquarters, in Riyadh, where US
Air Force officers excitedly briefed General Schwarzkopf on the
results — seven confirmed SCUD Kkills.
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Eager to assuage Israeli concerns, Schwarzkopf held a press
conference where he and the US Air Force component commander,
Brigadier General “Buster” Glosson, played the tape while proudly
proclaiming the US success in targeting and destroying Iraqi SCUDs.

There was just one problem — me. I was the battle damage analyst
responsible for making the call on intelligence-based claims of SCUD
kills, and my review of the Air Force tapes showed that what were
being claimed as SCUDs were actually oil tankers, most probably
sanction busters coming out of Jordan. The morning after General
Schwarzkopf’s briefing, I prepared the official report on SCUD Kkills,
and where it said “confirmed Kkills,” I put down “0.”

Soon after I submitted the report, I was confronted by a Colonel on
Schwarzkopf’s staff, who asked me to “correct” the report. I told him
the number was correct.

“When the Commanding General goes on record saying that seven
Iraqi SCUDs were killed,” the Colonel said, “the report produced by
his staff had better reflect those numbers.”
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I refused to change the report, noting that in my capacity as the
officer responsible for ascertaining the accuracy of the numbers
contained in the report, I could not claim seven kills when I knew
that the number was zero.

I was fired on the spot.

Before I was escorted out of the bunker, I passed a copy of my report,
together with a written analysis of why I believed the number to be
zero, to the senior Defense Intelligence Agency representative in
Central Command. He forwarded the report to Washington, DC,
where it ended up on the desk of Colin Powell, who at that time was
serving as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The long and short of it was that Colin Powell backed me up. He had
my report assessed by DIA analysts, who backed up my analysis.
While General Schwarzkopf refused to change the numbers, I did get
my job back.

Colin Powell also had my back while serving as a weapons inspector
with the United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM), overseeing
the elimination of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction. In the fall of
1991, the CIA made a concerted effort to remove from the ranks of
UNSCOM three Americans who were “tainted” with the INF
inspection experience. According to the CIA, the three persons,

including myself, were “too soft” on Iraq because we insisted in
following the letter of the law when it came to our mandate to inspect
(similar to complying with the letter of the law while implementing
the INF treaty.)

The matter reached the desk of Colin Powell, who immediately
quashed the effort.
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In September 1998, I finally had a chance to meet Colin Powell in
person, during a conference in Aspen, Colorado organized by Teddy
Forstmann, the CEO of Forstmann & Little, a major investment
management company. Both Colin Powell and I were featured
speakers at this event. We had a long conversation over breakfast,
and then at lunch, where I was interviewed by Charlie Rose, Powell
joined Sam Nunn and Henry Kissinger in rising to his feet to openly
praise me as “a great American.”

On Anniversary of Invasion of Iraq, Ex-Arab League Chief Reflects

on US Lies & Miscalculations
20 March 2022, 21:42 GMT

It remains one of the highlights of my life.

Later, when we found ourselves on opposing sides in the leadup to
the US invasion of Iraq, Colin Powell remained a class act, refusing to
engage in the tactics of character assassination used by other Bush
administration officials when trying to refute my claims that Iraq no
longer had weapons of mass destruction worthy of a US-led war.

No amount of good feeling and positive past history, however, could
repair the damage Colin Powell did to his reputation in my eyes when
he presented himself before the United Nations Security Council on
February 5, 2003, and made a case for war that was composed

entirely of lies, distortions, and fabrications.
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U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell holds up a vial that he said could
contain anthrax as he presents evidence of Iraq's alleged weapons

programs to the United Nations Security Council. (File)
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In my experience, Colin Powell had always represented the
personification of a man of character who would always do the right
thing.

But as I watched him spout lie after lie, I immediately saw him for
what he truly was—an inadequate man who proved unworthy of the
responsibilities given him.

Colin Powell had once said that his experience in Vietnam taught
him that those in positions of power and authority could never again
allow lies to shape policy when the lives of American servicemembers
was on the line.

On that day, February 5, 2003, Colin Powell put the lie to that
statement.
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He failed the American people.
He failed the world.
He failed himself.

The man who could have been the first African American President
had instead transformed into just another person of weak character,
unable to put it all on the line when it mattered most to protect the
lives of those whom he was sworn to serve.
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