Spoluautor soubort na Twitteru Taibbi o tajné dohodé
Big Tech s federaly — 07.02.2023, Sputnik International
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Po zakoupeni Twitteru Elon Musk poskytl pristup k neocenitelnému
mnozstvi internich souborii spole¢nosti Mattu Taibbimu a radé
dalSich hvézdnych investigativnich novinari, aby se dostali na dno
cenzurnich praktik a spoluprace Big Tech s jeho podivnymi
spolubydlicimi ve federalni vladé. Rozsah expozice primél Muska
priznat, Ze neziskal nic jiného nez ,misto ¢inu®.

"Myslim, Ze to, co jsme zjistili témér od zacatku, bylo, Ze mezi témito
spoleénostmi a vladnimi agenturami existovala vyssi aroven
spoluprace, nez jsme mozna na zacatku viibec tusili," rekl Sputniku
novinar, autor a podcaster Matt Taibbi. ,,Béhem nekolika tydnti jsme
zjistili, Ze existuje organizovana byrokracie, se kterou se usadili
zhruba v roce 2019 nebo 2020, diky niz spoleénosti jako Twitter — a
bylo jich nékolik, véetné Facebooku*, Google, a dokonce i mensi
spoleénosti jako Pinterest a Wikimedia — pravidelné se schazely s
FBI a ministerstvem vnitini bezpecnosti a také budovaly systém,

jehoz prostrednictvim vétSinou tyto dvé agentury v podstaté
predavaly témto spolecnostem pozadavky na moderovani obsahu.
Taibbi zdiiraznil, ze od federalnich agentur az po spolecnosti jako
Twitter pravidelné dochazelo k obrovskému mnozstvi zadosti. Obri
ze Silicon Valley na né podle néj velmi ¢asto ptisobili.
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Hunteruv notebook a mytus FBI o ,,hackovani a uniku*.

Jednim do o¢i bijicim prikladem bylo, jak FBI pripravila pristani pro
pribéh Huntera Bidena pred zverejnénim ,laptopu z pekla“ New York
Post , podle Taibbiho. V priibéhu roku 2020 FBI varovala tehdejsiho
Séfa Twitteru pro integritu stranek Yoela Rotha o nadchéazejici ruské

operaci ,hack and leak® ,,zahrnujici Huntera Bidena“ pred volbami v
roce 2020. Urad se zejména odvolaval na APT28 s tim, Ze §lo o
skupinu ruskych hackerti napojenych na moskevské zpravodajské
sluzby.

fijna 2020, den predtim, nez NY Post planoval vypustit svou bombu,
zvlastni agent FBI Elvis Chan poslal Rothovi 10 dokumentt
prostrednictvim Teleporteru, jednosmérného komunikac¢niho kanalu
z FBI na Twitter. 14. fijna 2020 byl publikovan ¢lanek o bombé, ale
velmi brzy byl zakazan a potlacovan giganty ze Silicon Valley.

~,Neéco takového, kdy by do toho skocily internetové platformy,
zadrZely nebo zastavily zverejnéni nebo zablokovaly lidem, aby vidéli
zpravy od skuteéné zpravodajské organizace, skute¢né odhaleni,” rekl
Taibbi. "Tohle je jakysi prelomovy okamzik v historii digitalni
cenzury. Takze ud€lali velky krok. Védéli to. Ale jak rikas, smyky
kviili tomu byly tak trochu namazané témi nekone¢nymi schiizkami,
které predtim méli." kde byli varovani pred moznosti blizici se
operace ,hack and leak®.
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Nicméné podle novinare to nebyl legitimni dtivod k zakazu pribéhu:
"I kdyZ je zdroj pochybny, je legalni publikovat ukradeny material v
Americe," poznamenal. "Takto se objevilo mnoho velmi cenné
zurnalistiky."

A co vic, FBI védeéla, Ze neslo o ,hack-and-leak®, zdaraznil. Jak
poznamenal americky autor Michael Shellenberger v sedmé varce
Twitter Files, v té dobé uz tfad meél HuntertGv notebook. V té dobé v
tom sehral vyznamnou roli byvaly pravnik FBI, ktery se stal
pravnikem na Twitteru, James Baker , kdyz podle Taibbiho zadrzel

,pribéh o notebooku z pekla®, prestoze nemél zadné diikazy, ze by byl
yhacknuty®.

2. Unora, 15:53 GMT

Masivni cenzura s nulovym ospravedinénim

Kromeé potlacovani legitimnich investigativnich pribéhii se Twitter a
dalsi velké technologické spoleénosti uchylily k ,,ukazovani®, ,,zakazu
stini“ — coz nazyvaly filtrovani viditelnosti — a iplnému zabranéni
americkym konzervativelim, véetné tehdejsiho tradujiciho
prezidenta USA Donalda Trumpa.

"Jednou z véci, které jsme zjistili, je, ze vladni pozadavky na
moderovani obsahu prichazely do celé spolec¢nosti," ekl Taibbi.
"Prichazeli neformalné, prichazeli formalné, nékdy tstne, nékdy
prostrednictvim e-mailu, nékdy prostrednictvim systému, ktery
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nazvali Teleporter (...). Existoval také pravidelny Signal hovor, ktery
se konal mezi velkymi spole¢nostmi. A to bylo zajimavé, protoze si
nejsem jisty, zda je to legalni.”

Podle investigativniho novinare se Twitter promeénil v jakéhosi
,subdodavatele“ FBI: Grad kdysi dokonce zaplatil Twitteru 3,4
milionu dolart za ,,zpracovani zadosti®.

Kromé zadosti, které alespon uvadély n€jaky divod pro oznacovani
nebo zakazovani uzivatelt sit€, Taibbi a jeho kolegové objevili
zvlastni schranku zadosti, které byly predany primo vedoucim
pracovnikim Twitteru z FBI a dalSich federalnich agentur.

"Byly tam jen excelovské tabulky s tisici nazvt uctd," poznamenal
Taibbi. "Neékdy pochazely od FBI, jindy od jinych agentur. Nekdy
byly tyto G¢ty napsany zptisobem, k némuz jsem nebyl veden, nebo
ve formatu CIA. Casto k tomu ale ani nemély diivod." Rekli by jen:
,Posuzujeme, Ze se jedna o aktéry zahrani¢ni hrozby* a neni

vysloveno, ze by chtéli, aby se s témito ucty zacalo jednat. Kdyz je pak
vyhledam, zjistim, Ze vétSina z nich je pry¢. Myslim, Ze to délaji na ve

velkém meéritku, délali to ve velkém a nakonec se to stalo skoro jako
tovarna, mechanizovany provoz. A pochybuji, Ze je to spravné.

Koncem roku 2017 navic existoval jasny tlak ze strany Senatu Select

Committee on Intelligence, ktery podle Taibbi zkroutil ruku Big Tech

k provadéni vétsiho moderovani obsahu tim, Ze jim vyhrozoval
novymi predpisy, danémi a dal$imi vécmi. "Vzdycky tu byl
nevysloveny Damokliiv mec, ktery visel nad spole¢nosti, pokud se
nepodileli,” poznamenal.
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25. ledna, 18:09 GMT

Hamilton 68 & Co: Dezinformacni krizaci

DalSimi nastroji pro potlaceni svobody slova byly rtizné subjekty
bojujici proti ,dezinformacim®, jako je Hamilton 68, skupina sidlici v
Némeckém Marshallove fondu, ktery si vzal za kol urdit, ¢i profily
na Twitteru by meély byt dostupné verejnosti nebo snadnéji dostupné.
verejnosti, a kdo by nemél.

Hamilton 68, ktery je nyni zanikly, zahrnoval byvalého ministra pro
vnitini bezpeénost Michaela Chertoffa, byvalého estonského
prezidenta Toomase Ilvese, mluviciho séfa neoconti Billa Kristola,
byvalého aradujiciho reditele CIA Mikea Morrella a manaZzera
kampané Hillary Clintonové Johna Podesta.

Jadrem jejich strategie bylo sledovani a pribijeni konzervativnich a
,zakerné spojenych s Rusy® u¢tli. Mnohé z vybranych profili vsak
nemeély nic spoleéného ani s konzervatismem, ani s Ruskem.

"To, co délali, jediné, co udélali, bylo, Ze vzali opravdu, opravdu
jednoduchou, primitivni technologii vytvarejici trendy," vysvétlil
Taibbi. "A vzali 644 Gctl, v podstaté je vyhodili do krabice a jen
sledovali, co sleduji nebo co je trendy nebo o ¢em nejpopularnéjsi
véc, o které spolecné mluvili. Pani. Pak by v tom tthledném malém
grafu uvedli, ze Pravdépodobné jsem vidél. Spravné. Jako tady je to,
o ¢em dnes mluvi tyto, vite, zdkerné ucéty spojené s Rusy. A vite,
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nejlepsi odpovédi v kterykoli dany den miize byt néco jako Trumpiiv
projev nebo Tucker Carlson nebo dokonce strelba v Parklandu A pak
se to stalo, ze se toho zacala zabyvat zpravodajska média a zacala
tvorit tyto zpravy. Svym zptisobem propagovali novou formu zprav,
coz byli 'Rusti roboti jako X, proto X je Spatné.“ A problém byl v tom,

ze metodika byla tiplné Spatna."

12. ledna, 18:35

Russiagate & RussianBugaboo

Léta poté, co zvlastni pravnik Robert Mueller zjistil, Ze pribéh
Russiagate o adajné tajné dohodé Trumpovy kampané s Kremlem byl
velky nicotny burger, americkd mainstreamova média se podle

Taibbiho pribéhu nadale drzi.

Zvlaste citoval clanek o 26 000 slovech, ktery minuly tyden
publikoval v Columbia Journalism Review ocenény autor Jeff Gerth,
ktery odhalil pokrytectvi amerického tisku pri pokryti pribéhu
Russiagate. Americka korporatni média vsak Gerthovu bombu témeér
zcela ignorovala.

"Jeff Gerth je, vite, je mainstream, jak prichazeji," rekl novinar. "A
Columbia Journalism Review je tak mainstream, jak prichazeji. A
vydali knizni kompilaci hlavnich, hlavnich medialnich chyb. A
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nepronikla. Opravdu si nezarucila ani 30sekundovy ¢lanek na CNN.
nova omerta v medialnim byznysu, kde nikdo nelame pozice. A je to
neuveritelné. Nikdy jsem nic podobného nevidél.“

Zaroven je tu jesté dalSi znepokojivy trend, kdy je podle Taibbiho
prosazovan zcela faleSny pribéh s témér nulovymi disledky pro jeho
autory.

"Vyrostl jsem v médiich, kdyz kdyz jste zverejnili faleSny pribéh a
uvedli na néj své jméno, i kdyby to bylo skute¢né podvedené,
potencialné to znamenalo konec kariéry," rekl. "A tak kazdy reportér
neustale pracuje pod timto strachem, Ze by se jejich zdroje mohly
pokouset, vite, aby jim néco predalo. A ted se to nejen nestava, ale
kdyz dojde k odhaleni néjakého druhu medialniho podvodu, cely
podnik se jen uzavira a pokracuje v prekupnictvi, jako vis, nékdy do
sebe kachny vpluji a rikaji: ,Nebojuj, ale plavej dal‘.“

Mezitim se Rusko stalo novym slaménym muzem Washingtonu,
pricemz americka mainstreamova média rozdmychavaji iracionalni
strach souvisejici s touto zemi, zejména vzhledem k tomu, Ze
neexistuje jasné pochopeni ruské vlady, kultury a geopolitickych cilt
v americké medialni sfére.

"Myslim, Ze Rusko se prave stalo novym boogeymanem, ktery
nahradi al-Kaidu**," rekl Taibbi. "Jediny rozdil je v tom, ze si
myslim, ze tato hrozba je jesté vymyslen€jsi a prehnanéjsi, nez byla
islamska teroristicka hrozba."

*Facebook je v Rusku zakazan kvtili extremistickym aktivitam.

**Al-Kaida je teroristicka organizace zakazana v Rusku a mnoha
dalsich zemich.

© AP Photo
© AP Photo
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"Opinions on the state of the union are filtered through the party
identification of Americans, with 68% of Republicans viewing the
state of the union negatively, while 58% of Democrats see the state of
the union as either 'very strong' or 'somewhat strong'," Dr. Harvey
Schantz, professor of political science at State University of New York
at Plattsburgh, told Sputnik. "What has to be concerning to Biden
and the Democrats, however, is that 66% of Independents, a crucial
bloc of voters for winning elections, agree with the Republicans, that

the state of the union is not strong enough."

"Entrenched partisan differences suggest that the target audience for
Biden’s speech was Democrats, in order to motivate, and among
Independents, in order to persuade, and that Republicans were an
afterthought, for there was little to be gained by trying to persuade
them to support the President’s program," the professor continued.

4 hours ago

What Was Biden's Speech About?

During his State of the Union speech President Biden called upon US
lawmakers to work with him to finally rebuild the economy and unite
the nation. "We’re the only country that has emerged from every
crisis we’ve ever entered stronger than when we got into it," Biden
claimed.
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He argued that under his leadership the country managed to recover
from the post-COVID economic slump, reduce unemployment,
curtail inflation, and reach common ground with political opponents
on a wide array of issues in the US Congress.

"Biden confronted the economy by advertising economic statistics
and exhibiting empathy toward those in tough economic
circumstances,”" Schantz observed. "Biden claimed that the economy
is strong and he was particularly proud of his record of job creation.
'As I stand here tonight,’' declared Biden, 'we have created a record 12
million new jobs — more jobs created in two years than any president
has ever created in four years'."

According to the professor, job growth is connected to two of the
most important economic indicators in presidential politics, i.e. the
unemployment rate and the inflation rate. The professor noted that
Biden "was able to announce good news on both of these."

"Biden used the latest unemployment figure of 3.4%, the lowest since
1969, and alluded to but did not directly use the consumer price
index which had a slight dip of -0.1% in December 2022, although a
high 6.5 percent over the previous year," explained Schantz.

Moreover, the president received bipartisan applause when he
suggested getting "together" and negotiating how to cut the deficit.
He even earned a standing ovation from the chamber when he said
that "most cops" are "good, decent, and honorable people" which
appears to be a break from the Democratic Party's previous "defund
the police" agenda.

"Biden devoted little time to foreign affairs, discussing it for less than
four minutes at about 10:05, an hour after the speech began and
pledged to continue aid to Ukraine and continued wariness toward
China," remarked Schantz.
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4 hours ago

'Biden Lives in Parallel Universe'

Meanwhile, strong partisan divisions persisted during Biden's
address: GOP lawmakers booed the president when he claimed that
the Republicans are trying to cut Social Security and Medicare
during the debt ceiling talks. Shouts "liar" were heard from GOP

lawmakers as House Speaker Kevin McCarthy earlier promised not
to slash these programs.

Similarly, Republicans chanted "secure the border" when Biden
touched upon the migration issue and simmering crisis at the
nation's southern frontier which he decided to visit only two years
after taking the reins of the country. When the president mentioned
fentanyl killing over 70,000 Americans a year, some GOP lawmakers
shouted: "It's your fault!" in a clear reference to their concerns that
illicit drugs come through the unsecured southern border.
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3 hours ago

"Biden’s speech confirmed something I've wondered about for years.
Parallel universes do exist and we got a report from one today,"
Michael Shannon, a political commentator and Newsmax columnist,
told Sputnik. "In Biden’s universe unemployment is at a record low.
He’s creating jobs faster than Ray Kroc at McDonalds. And utility
bills are lower."

"In our universe gas prices are up 40%, utility costs are soaring and
the jobs Biden talks about are recycled jobs. They aren’t new, they
are jobs that were lost when [COVID-19] shut down the economy.
Now that the economy is open the jobs that existed before are back.
Biden is just a bystander. And using accounting tips from Bernie
Madoff, in Biden’s universe he’s been cutting the deficit. In our
universe an out-of-control deficit is feeding inflation," Shannon
continued.

Furthermore, one cannot speak about national unity when a war on
American conservatives, white people and political opposition,
according to the commentator. American conservatives and GOP
lawmakers are still concerned with the Biden administration's
draconian treatment of January Sixers who took part in Capitol riots
over apparent election irregularities on January 6, 2021. Likewise,
the latest expose by Twitter owner Elon Musk shed light on extensive
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and potentially illegal censorship practices and growing collusion
between Big Tech and the federal government.

Lots of troubling issues remained beyond the scope of the president's
speech, according to the columnist. He particularly referred to a
Chinese balloon, which exposed apparent gaps in the country's air

defense system and the Biden administration's hesitance on how to
react to the airship which the Americans believed to be a
"surveillance" device. Beijing has repeatedly stated that the balloon
was merely a meteorological airship.

"[Biden's] foreign policy is more of the same, weakness with China
and wasteful spending with Ukraine," Shannon stressed.

From the conservative standpoint, Biden’s speech didn’t change any
skeptical minds.

"Nezavisli voli¢i pravdépodobné projev viibec nesledovali. Jeho
partyzani dostali, co chtéli. Projev jen posiluje politicky status quo,"
uzavrel Shannon.
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