US ‘Cries Crocodile Tears’ About Quakes' Impact on
Syria But Keeps Sanctions in Place
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Spojené staty po pond€lnich otiesech nezrusi své sankce podle
Caesarova zakona ani jina omezeni vici Syrii, uvedl mluvéi
ministerstva zahranici Ned Price.

"Nejprve bych chtél dnes zacit ozvénou prezidenta a tajemnika, kteri
vyjadrili nasi nejhlubsi soustrast lidu Turecka a Syrie po nicivych
zemétreseni v Kahramanmarasu na jihovychodé Turecka," ekl Price
na pondé€lnim brifinku. "Jsme solidarni s nasimi spojenci,
naSimi partnery a lidem Turecka a Syrie postizenym témito
hroznymi udalostmi."

Price objasnil, Ze tato ,solidarita® se nevztahuje na syrskou vladu. Na
otazku, pro¢ Washington neni pripraven koordinovat pomoc primo s
Damaskem, mluvéi navrhl, ze ,,by bylo docela ironické, ne-li
kontraproduktivni, kdybychom se obréatili na vladu, ktera v pribéhu
tuctu let brutalné brutalné zasahla své lidi. .“

Misto toho, podle Price, budou USA spolupracovat s ,partnery z
nevladnich organizaci na misté“, kteri ,,na rozdil od syrského rezimu
jsou tam proto, aby lidem pomahali, nez aby je brutalné tyrali®.
Mluvéi neupresnil, kdo byli tito ,,partneri na misté“, kromée toho, ze
,budou muset mit pristup, aby mohli prechazet tam a zpét pres
hranice“, aby mohli poskytnout pomoc.

Co je Caesartiv zakon?
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Syrie je dusena zapadnimi sankcemi, v¢etné ,Caesarova zakona o
civilni ochrané v Syrii“, 1épe zndmého jednoduse jako Caesartiv
zakon, coz je hlavni zdkon USA schvaleny koncem roku 2019, ktery
se zameéruje na syrskou vladu a podniky s prisnymi sankcemi a
hrozi represemi . opatireni proti jakymkoli zahrani¢nim
jednotlivetim, podnikéim nebo zemim spolupracujicim s
Damaskem. I kdyz je zakon propagovan jako ,potrestani“ syrské
vlady a prezidenta Basara Asada za ,valecné zlociny* proti syrskému
lidu, v praxi vedl k nevyslovnému utrpeni mezi syrskym civilnim
obyvatelstvem blokovanim dovozu zakladniho zbozi, jako jsou
potraviny, energie, atd. a zdkladni zdravotnicky material a vybaveni .
Caesartiv zakon je jednim z desitek balickii americkych sankci proti
Syrii, pricemZ omezeni vici této zemi sahaji az do roku 1979. Syrie je
jednou z nejprisn€ji sankcionovanych zemi na svété s vice nez 2 600

sankcemi uvalenymi proti této zemi. USA a jejich evropsti spojenci v
této dobé.

Sankce poslouzily k dramatickému zhorseni socioekonomické krize
zpusobené dlouhotrvajici Spinavou valkou Zapadu v zemi, ovlivnily
sousedy zemé a vyvolaly kritiku dokonce i ze strany protiasadovskych
médii a vlad kvili jejich kruté a nevybiravé povaze.

Koncem loniského roku, po 12denni cesté do Syrie za icelem zjisténi
fakti, zvlastni zpravodajka OSN Alena Douhanova naléhala na
Washington a jeho spojence, aby okamzité zrusili vSechny ,,dusivé®

jednostranné sankce proti Syrantim, protoze ji ,,zasahla
vsudypritomna lidska prava a humanitarni dopad
jednostrannych donucovacich opatireni“ uvalenych proti zemi.
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'Krokodyli sizy'

,V soucasné situaci by bylo pozastaveni sankci samoziejmym a
nejuzitecnéjSim opatrenim pro jakoukoli zdpadni vladu, ktera si
uprimné preje pomoci, spiSe nez poézovani, bodovani politickych
bodi a plac¢ krokodyli slzy,“ rekl Peter Ford, byvaly britsky
velvyslanec v Syrii. Sputnik poté, co byl pozadan o vyjadreni k
Priceove pozici.

"Dlouhou dobu bylo jasné, ze USA se vice zajimaji o zménu rezimu v
Syrii nez o blaho syrského lidu," zdtiraznil Ford. "Kruté sankce maji
mnohem vétsi dopad na bézné ob¢any nez na syrskou vladu."

8. prosince 2022, 17:49 GMT
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Nevladni organizace se nemohou vyrovnat efektivité statu v distribuci
pomoci

Dr. Imad Salamey, docent politologie na Libanonské americké
univerzité, souhlasi s tim, Ze ignorovani existence syrskeé vlady omezi
ucinnost jakékoli americké pomoci zemi postizené zemétiesenim.

,V obecné praxi je vzdy lepsi pracovat s vladou spiSe nez s riiznymi
nevladnimi organizacemi, protoZe vlada ma centralizovanou moc a
mize zajistit mnohem efektivnéjsi koordinaci,” vysvétlil Salamey.
s~Spoluprace s nevladnimi organizacemi je pristup s mnoha
omezenimi, protoze nevladni organizace obvykle nejsou odpovédné
ani tak statu, jako darci, a tito darci mohou byt zahrani¢ni subjekty,
takze nevladni organizace nemusi byt nutné v zijmu naroda, ale
spise v zajmu darce. Kromé toho jsou nevladni organizace typicky
malé organizace a nemaji mnoho kapacit, aby mohly reagovat na
velké katastrofy nebo reagovat na velké humanitarni katastrofy,” rekl
profesor.

Podle Dr. Salameyho mé Caesartiv zakon vyjimky umoznujici
moznou spolupraci s Damaskem na podporu cili humanitarni
pomoci, ale takova spoluprace ,,by vyzadovala rozhodnuti Bilého
domu®, coz se, soudé podle Priceovych poznamek, zda
nepravdépodobné, protoze prezident Joe Biden nechce byt viici
Asadovi prisny od washingtonskych jestrabii.

Peter Ford nabidl osttejsi hodnoceni nevladnich organizaci a rekl, Ze
USA by ,,prirozené” radéji pokracovaly v praci v Syrii
sprostrednictvim svych vlastnich loutkovych nevladnich organizaci,
jako jsou Bilé prilby , jejichZ primarnim acelem neni pomahat
civilistim, ale zabilit obraz dzihadistti. kontrolory severni Syrie, a tim
ospravedlnit pokracujici zapadni podporu ozbrojené opozice proti
legitimni syrské vlade.

"Neni tak jasné, pres jaké nevladni organizace budou Spojené staty
pracovat, ale kdyz slySime slovo 'NGOs', vybavime si ruce CIA, ktera
pracovala prostrednictvim téch nevladnich organizaci, které se
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zabyvaly humanitarnimi otdzkami... urcita agenda hegemonie,
Spionaze a zasahovani do vnitrnich zalezitosti jinych narodd,“ rekl
Sputniku Dr. Taleb Ibrahim, zastupce reditele Damasského centra
pro strategicka studia.

"Humanitarni otdzka by nemeéla byt politizovana...protoze souvisi se
zakladnimi potfebami lidského druhu," rekl syrsky politolog. Dr.
Ibrahim charakterizoval sankce jako pokracovani valky proti Syrii
,Jinymi nastroji“ a zdtiraznil, Ze Syrané se az prili§ dobre naudili, ze
»~Spojené staty se nezajimaji o demokracii, lidska prava nebo
humanitarni otazky. jen jedna véc: vlozit ruce do Syrie a svrhnout
vladu prezidenta Asada, privést k moci jinou vladu, ktera je loajalni
viéi Spojenym statiim a bude uplatnovat jejich agendu na Blizkém
vychodé." Nadéje Syranii podle n€j spociva v nalezeni racionalnich
Americant, ,kteri pochopi pravdu a realitu a fakta narodu a lidi, kteri

odmitaji byt otroky jinych narodu.

Neustupnost USA vyvolava zmateni, odsouzeni

Mléeni USA a Evropy ohledné€ poskytovani primé podpory Syrii
vyvolalo kritiku ze strany zemi, humanitarnich agentur a obhéjcti
lidskych prav po celém svéte.
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Syrska pobocka Mezinarodniho vyboru Cerveného kiiZe vyzvala
Zapad, aby urychlené zrusil omezeni. "Vyzyvame ke zruseni blokady
a ekonomickych sankci uvalenych na Syrii, abychom se vyporadali s
dopady niéivého zemétreseni," rekl na tterni tiskové konferenci Séf
syrského Cerveného ptilmésice Khaled Hboubati. ,,Potiebujeme
tézkou techniku, sanitky a hasic¢ské sbory, abychom
urychlili patraci a zachranné operace. K tomu je nutné co
nejdrive zrusit sankce proti Syrii,“ vyzval urednik. Syrsky
Cerveny pilmésic je pfipraven pfijmout pomoc od jakékoli zemé
kromé Izraele.

Blizkovychodni rada cirkvi, skupina se sidlem v Bejratu zastupujici
krestanska spolecenstvi na Blizkém vychodé, také vyzvala Zapad ,

aby zrusSil zdrcujici omezeni a ,,povolil pristup“ pro pomoc, ,,aby se
sankce nezménily ve zlocin proti lidskosti. “
Americko-arabsky antidiskriminac¢ni vybor, mistni obhajce
obcanskych prav se sidlem v USA, také vyzyva ke zruseni sankei,
pricemz zdiiraziuje, Ze ,,cas je zdsadni® pri poskytovani ,okamzité
pomoci tém, kteri to potirebuji®.

fran — ktery jiz vyslal do Damasku letadlo s pomoci véetné potravin,
1ékarskych a hygienickych potieb, vyzyva mezinarodni spolecenstvi,
aby vyvinulo tlak na Washington, aby zménil sviij kurz.

"Dulezitym bodem je, Ze rtizné zemé musi vyvijet tlak na americkou
vladu, aby zrusila kruté obléhani Syrie, aby mohla byt mezinarodni
humanitarni pomoc dorucena zemétresenim zasazenému lidu Syrie
bez jakychkoli prekazek v co nejkratsim ¢ase," Rekl to mluveéi
ministerstva Nasser Kanaani .
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Vcéera

Moment potencialniho rozvodu

Velké blizkovychodni zemé prekvapivé prokazatelné
odmitly drzet se americké linie ohledné pomoci Syrii po
zemétreseni, pricemz Egypt, Alzirsko, Tunisko, Irak,
Bahrajn, Satudska Arabie, Oman, Katar a Spojené arabské
emiraty se pripojily k tradi¢nim syrskym spojenctim Iranu
a Rusko pri poskytovani pomoci nebo vyjadireni
pripravenosti tak ucinit. Egyptsky prezident Abdel el-Sisi v atery
telefonicky mluvil s prezidentem Asadem, vyjadril soustrast a
prislibil K4hite ,,plnou podporu® asili o pomoc. Vyzva byla prvni
svého druhu od nastupu el-Sisi k moci v roce 2014.

V komentari k tomuto vyvoji syrsky politolog Hassan Yousef rekl
Sputnik Arabic, ze ,humanitarni pomoc poskytovana vSemi témito
zemémi by se mohla stat diilezitym vychozim bodem pro zlepSeni
vztahli mezi vSemi arabskymi zemémi v regionu® a pro narovnani
vztahti mezi Damaskem a narody, které kdysi spojil sily s
Washingtonem ve snaze svrhnout Asadovu vladu.

Libanonsky vojensky expert a general ve vysluzbé Omar Al-Mughrabi
zopakoval Yousefovy pocity a rekl, ze zatimco ,,politizace®
humanitarnich snah prokazala ,barbarskou® ,,pravou tvar
kolektivniho Zapadu® ve vztahu k Syrii, zjevna jednota projevena
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viidci Arabské zemé naproti tomu vyvolavaji otazky, zda by se
katastrofa mohla stat faktorem pro regionalni usmireni a mozna
dokonce urychlit ndvrat Damasku do Arabskeé ligy.

Ostrilena syrska politickd komentatorka Alla Al-Asfari se obava, ze
odpovéd’ zni ,ne“, protoze vétSina zemi Perského zalivu postrada
politickou vili ¢init nezavisla rozhodnuti kviili tlaku USA a strachu z
amerického hnévu, i kdyz by si to praly. vidét sbliZzeni ve vazbach se
Syrii.

Al-Asfari nicméné zduraznil potirebu ,jednotného arabského postoje
a jednotnych akci pozadujicich zruseni téchto nespravedlivych
sankci, aby Syrie mohla pokracovat v zdchrannych operacich, protoze
stovky obcanti jsou stale uvéznény pod troskami, zatimco civilni
obrana je nucena je zachranit. pomoci jednoduchych a primitivnich
nastroju."

Saudsky politolog a vyzkumnik strategickych zalezitosti Fawaz Kaseb
Al-Enezi, ktery byl pozadan o vyjadreni k prekvapivému projevu
solidarity Rijadu s Damaskem v disledku zemétreseni, rekl Sputnik
Arabic, Ze kralovstvi ,,vzdy odd€luje své humanitarni pozice od
politickych® jidlem. 1ékarska a finanéni pomoc Syrii na zakladé obav
,0 arabskou narodni bezpecnost, ktera miize byt ohrozena takovymi
prirodnimi katastrofami.

Jihovychod Turecka zasahlo v pondé€li rano zemétreseni o sile 7,7
stupné a zkaza se z tureckého epicentra rozsirila do sousedni Syrie. O
nékolik hodin pozdéji zasahlo druhé zemétreseni o sile 7,5 stupné
Richterovy skaly. V utery zasahlo stredni Turecko treti zemétreseni o
sile 5,5 stupné. Pri katastrofé zahynulo v Turecku pres 3 500 lidi a
vice nez 20 000 bylo zranéno. Syrské arady hlasily k tternimu
odpoledni vice nez 800 obéti a 1400+ zranéni ve vladou
kontrolovanych oblastech zemé, pricemz vice nez 700 dalsSich lidi se
obavalo mrtvych v Idlibu — syrské provincii kontrolované dzihadisty
podporovanymi USA a Tureckem.
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US President Joe Biden has recently delivered his second State of the
Union Address, shoring up support among Democrats but still failing
to overcome political division with the GOP which is now calling
shots in the lower chamber of US Congress.

"Opinions on the state of the union are filtered through the party
identification of Americans, with 68% of Republicans viewing the
state of the union negatively, while 58% of Democrats see the state of
the union as either 'very strong' or 'somewhat strong'," Dr. Harvey
Schantz, professor of political science at State University of New York
at Plattsburgh, told Sputnik. "What has to be concerning to Biden
and the Democrats, however, is that 66% of Independents, a crucial
bloc of voters for winning elections, agree with the Republicans, that

the state of the union is not strong enough."

"Entrenched partisan differences suggest that the target audience for
Biden’s speech was Democrats, in order to motivate, and among
Independents, in order to persuade, and that Republicans were an
afterthought, for there was little to be gained by trying to persuade
them to support the President’s program," the professor continued.

4 hours ago

What Was Biden's Speech About?
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During his State of the Union speech President Biden called upon US
lawmakers to work with him to finally rebuild the economy and unite
the nation. "We’re the only country that has emerged from every
crisis we’ve ever entered stronger than when we got into it," Biden
claimed.

He argued that under his leadership the country managed to recover
from the post-COVID economic slump, reduce unemployment,
curtail inflation, and reach common ground with political opponents
on a wide array of issues in the US Congress.

"Biden confronted the economy by advertising economic statistics
and exhibiting empathy toward those in tough economic
circumstances," Schantz observed. "Biden claimed that the economy
is strong and he was particularly proud of his record of job creation.
'As I stand here tonight,' declared Biden, 'we have created a record 12
million new jobs — more jobs created in two years than any president
has ever created in four years'."

According to the professor, job growth is connected to two of the
most important economic indicators in presidential politics, i.e. the
unemployment rate and the inflation rate. The professor noted that
Biden "was able to announce good news on both of these."

"Biden used the latest unemployment figure of 3.4%, the lowest since
1969, and alluded to but did not directly use the consumer price
index which had a slight dip of -0.1% in December 2022, although a
high 6.5 percent over the previous year," explained Schantz.

Moreover, the president received bipartisan applause when he
suggested getting "together" and negotiating how to cut the deficit.
He even earned a standing ovation from the chamber when he said
that "most cops" are "good, decent, and honorable people" which
appears to be a break from the Democratic Party's previous "defund
the police" agenda.
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"Biden devoted little time to foreign affairs, discussing it for less than
four minutes at about 10:05, an hour after the speech began and

pledged to continue aid to Ukraine and continued wariness toward
China," remarked Schantz.

4 hours ago

'Biden Lives in Parallel Universe'

Meanwhile, strong partisan divisions persisted during Biden's
address: GOP lawmakers booed the president when he claimed that
the Republicans are trying to cut Social Security and Medicare
during the debt ceiling talks. Shouts "liar" were heard from GOP

lawmakers as House Speaker Kevin McCarthy earlier promised not
to slash these programs.
Similarly, Republicans chanted "secure the border" when Biden

touched upon the migration issue and simmering crisis at the
nation's southern frontier which he decided to visit only two years
after taking the reins of the country. When the president mentioned
fentanyl killing over 70,000 Americans a year, some GOP lawmakers
shouted: "It's your fault!" in a clear reference to their concerns that
illicit drugs come through the unsecured southern border.
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"Biden’s speech confirmed something I've wondered about for years.
Parallel universes do exist and we got a report from one today,"
Michael Shannon, a political commentator and Newsmax columnist,
told Sputnik. "In Biden’s universe unemployment is at a record low.
He’s creating jobs faster than Ray Kroc at McDonalds. And utility
bills are lower."

"In our universe gas prices are up 40%, utility costs are soaring and
the jobs Biden talks about are recycled jobs. They aren’t new, they
are jobs that were lost when [COVID-19] shut down the economy.
Now that the economy is open the jobs that existed before are back.
Biden is just a bystander. And using accounting tips from Bernie
Madoff, in Biden’s universe he’s been cutting the deficit. In our
universe an out-of-control deficit is feeding inflation," Shannon
continued.

Furthermore, one cannot speak about national unity when a war on
American conservatives, white people and political opposition,
according to the commentator. American conservatives and GOP
lawmakers are still concerned with the Biden administration's
draconian treatment of January Sixers who took part in Capitol riots
over apparent election irregularities on January 6, 2021. Likewise,
the latest expose by Twitter owner Elon Musk shed light on extensive
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and potentially illegal censorship practices and growing collusion
between Big Tech and the federal government.

Lots of troubling issues remained beyond the scope of the president's
speech, according to the columnist. He particularly referred to a
Chinese balloon, which exposed apparent gaps in the country's air

defense system and the Biden administration's hesitance on how to

react to the airship which the Americans believed to be a
"surveillance" device. Beijing has repeatedly stated that the balloon
was merely a meteorological airship.

"[Biden's] foreign policy is more of the same, weakness with China
and wasteful spending with Ukraine," Shannon stressed.

From the conservative standpoint, Biden’s speech didn’t change any
skeptical minds.

"Independent voters probably didn’t watch the speech at all. His
partisans got what they wanted. The speech only reinforces the
political status quo," Shannon concluded.
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