Ankara Likely to Drop Bid for US F-16s Over Price,
Better Options, Turkish Presidency Official Says
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Koncem tnora americky ministr zahrani¢i Antony Blinken prohlasil,
ze USA nemohou prodat stihacky F-16 Turkiye bez souhlasu
Kongresu, coz znamena, Ze je treba resit jejich obavy tykajici se
postoje Recka a nabidek Svédska a Finska do NATO.

"Vérim, ze po zemétreseni se Turkiye vzda pozadavku na F-16,

o

protoZe to je balicek nakladt 20 miliard dolart," rekl Erhan.

Domniva se, ze turecka vlada udeélala chybu, kdyz pozadala o F-16,
které Kongres stale odmita poskytnout pod ,néjakou zaminkou“ a
které jsou zastaralé a nejsou konkurenceschopné viiéi jinym tryskam.

"Turkiye by se méelo okamzité rozhodnout zménit své rozhodnuti z F-
16 na néjaké jiné. Na stole byla napriklad F-35. Turkiye od programu
ocekéavalo [ziskat F-35]. Nyni mame dal$i moznosti, jako je Cinské
proudové letadlo, které bylo prodano do Pakistanu, ruské proudové
letouny a také Eurofighter,“ uvedl Erhan.

18. ledna turecky ministr zahrani¢i Mevlut Cavusoglu rekl, ze Ankara
doufa, ze prekoné potize s F-16 s Washingtonem, a poznamenal, Ze
nakup je v souladu se spoleénymi strategickymi zajmy obou zemi.

V dubnu 2021 vylouéily USA Turkiye z programu F-35 poté, co
Ankara zakoupila ruské systémy protivzdusné obrany S-400. Turecky
prezident Recep Tayyip Erdogan pozdéji toho roku rekl, ze Turkiye
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obdrzelo nabidku USA na nakup F-16 misto toho, o generaci pozadu
za F-35. Americky Kongres debatuje o tom, zda zahrnout omezeni
prodeje letadel do svého ro¢niho zakona o vydajich na obranu pro
fiskalni rok 2023, zatimco americké ministerstvo zahranici se snazilo
presvédcit zakonodarce, Ze dohoda byla v souladu se zajmy
Washingtonu.

West Unlikely to Lift Obstacles for Russian Supply Under Grain
Deal, Ankara Says
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MOSCOW (Sputnik), Ksenia Shakalova - Western countries are
unlikely to facilitate exports of Russian grain under the so-called
Black Sea grain deal, Cagri Erhan, a member of the Turkish
Presidential Security and Foreign Policy Committee, told Sputnik.
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Earlier in the day, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov accused
the West of "shamelessly burying" the grain deal, saying that the

exports of Russian agricultural products around the world is being
blatantly hindered. The Russian Mission to the United Nations
previously stated the country's fertilizers have not been shipped and
cannot enter places like Syria even in the form of humanitarian aid.

"Americans and their Western allies will continue to make it difficult
for Russia for any kind of revenue gaining, including the grain deal.
However in final analysis this is a humanitarian thing. So the United
Nations must do their best to prevent the grain deal from any kind of
sanctions. It is not similar to any other thing like oil exporting or
weapon exporting. It is something human life is depending on,"
Erhan said.

The counselor also noted that Ankara was doing its utmost to extend
the deal, not only for Turkiye's sake but also for countries in Africa
that are fully dependent on Russian and Ukrainian grain and
fertilizers.

The United Nations-brokered grain export agreement, originally set
to expire on November 19, 2022, was renewed for another 120 days
until March 18, unless it is extended once again. Russia has
repeatedly criticized the agreement for failing to ensure unimpeded
exports of Russian grain and fertilizer amid Western sanctions.

© 2023 Sputnik. VSechna prava vyhrazena. 18+

3/3


https://sputniknews.com/20230203/turkish-foreign-minister-says-country-making-efforts-to-extend-grain-deal-1106945488.html
https://sputniknews.com/20230218/g7-fms-reaffirm-importance-of-continuing-expanding-grain-deal-1107584619.html

