Rishi Sunak Heads to US For Latest Phase of AUKUS
Deal
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Britsky premiér Rishi Sunak odléta v ned€li do USA, aby se setkal s
australskym premiérem Anthonym Albanesem a americkym
prezidentem Joem Bidenem uprostied o¢ekavaného nového vyvoje

spojeného s tristrannym bezpeénostnim paktem AUKUS . Trio vidci
bude premyslet o svych dalSich krocich v souladu s novym obrannym
paktem uprostred stale nafouknutych obvinéni z ,,¢inské hrozby®,
kterou podporuje Washington a jeho spojenci.

Zasedani v San Diegu v Kalifornii v pondéli prijde uprostred zprav, Ze
Canberra doufa, ze posili své namorni schopnosti pomoci

ponorek s jadernym pohonem prostrednictvim
vicefazového programu.

Australsky premiér Anthony Albanese, kdyz potvrdil schiizku drive,
se vyhybal jakymkoli upresnujicim prohlasenim o dotyénych
ponorkach. Rada zprav v médiich v§ak naznadovala, ze Canberra
planovala v prubehu pristi dekady ziskat z Washingtonu az pét
ponorek s jadernym pohonem tridy Virginia v ramci paktu AUKUS.
Objevily se také zpravy, zZe nasledné Australie usilovala o vybudovani
nové tridy ponorek s jadernym pohonem na zakladé britské
ponorkové konstrukce nové generace, ktera se v soucasnosti nazyva
Submersible Ship Nuclear Replacement (SSNR), ktera ma nahradit
konstrukei tridy Astute.
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Premiér Anthony Albanese ve svém projevu v Indii 9. brezna rekl, ze
jeho zemé si zachova ,,100procentni suverenitu“ nad ponorkami,

které bude provozovat.

9. brezna, 2:59 GMT

V predvecer navstévy USA, Rishi Sunak, odkazujici na AUKUS,
oslavoval ,,globalni aliance“ jako ,,nas nejvétsi zdroj sily a
bezpecnosti®.

"Dnes cestuji do USA, abych zahajil dalsi fazi programu jadernych
ponorek AUKUS, projektu, ktery zavazuje vztahy s naSimi nejblizsimi
spojenci a prinasi bezpecnost, nové technologie a ekonomické
vyhody doma," uvedl Sunak a dodal, Ze Spojené kralovstvi bude
~bezpecny, prosperujici a stojici bok po boku s nasimi partnery*.

Sunakova cesta prichazi pred odhalenim integrovaného prezkumu
obranné a zahranic¢ni politiky britské vlady pro rok 2020, pricemz
revidovana verze by méla byt zvefejnéna v pondé€li. Podle Downing
Street bude dokument ,, FeSit vazna rizika Putinova Ruska,
stale znepokojivéjsi chovani Komunistické strany Ciny a
hybridni hrozby pro nasi ekonomiku a energetickou
bezpecénost. “
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"Podpora vojenské konfrontace™

V zari 2021, kdyZ USA, Velka Britanie a Australie oznamily své
tristranné obranné partnerstvi, jejich prikopnickou iniciativou byl
vyvoj technologie ponorek s jadernym pohonem pro kralovské
australské namornictvo. V souladu s tim byl francouzsky vojensky
priamysl vymrstén z multimiliardové dohody o diesel-elektrické
ponorce s Australii, protoze ta se rozhodla odstoupit od své drivejsi
dohody, pri¢emz v té dobé nasledovala plnohodnotna diplomaticka
hadka . Pretrvavajici rozhorceni vsak bylo prekonano, Paris se
udusila a plany AUKUS postupuji vpred. Australie, ktera neni
jadernou velmoci, se tak stane sedmou zemi, ktera ma ponorku s
jadernym pohonem.

Peking vehementné kritizoval celou dohodu AUKUS a tvrdil, Ze jde o
poruseni Smlouvy o nesireni jadernych zbrani a zaroven je zatizeno
rizikem zhorseni zavodii ve zbrojeni v Asii a Tichomofi.

"Navzdory tomu, zZe se AUKUS nazyva 'trilateralni bezpecnostni
partnerstvi', jde v podstaté o podnécovani vojenské konfrontace
prostrednictvim vojenské spoluprace. Je zjevné pohanéno myslenim
studené valky. Vytvari dalsi rizika Sireni jadernych zbrani, zhorsuje
zavody ve zbrojeni v Asii a Tichomori a poSkozuje regionalni mir.
Cina je hluboce znepokojena a rozhodné se tomu stavi proti,” fekla
mluvéi éinského ministerstva zahranici Mao Ning.
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Peking naléhal na USA, Velkou Britanii a Australii, aby ,,upustily od
své studené valky a mysleni s nulovym souctem, dodrzovaly své
mezinarodni zavazky a jednaly v zjjmu regionalniho miru a
stability®.

Cina také kategoricky odmitla iidajnou ,.¢inskou hrozbu®, kterou

odrazeji Washington a jeho spojenci v NATO. Tvrzeni, ze Peking
vyrazneé posiluje své vojenské sily a ,,Sikanuje své sousedy a ohrozuje
Tchaj-wan®, Cina oznaéila za zAmérné nafouknut4 a slouzi pouze k
vyvolani regionalni konfrontace.

"NATO by se mélo vazné zamyslet nad tim, jakou roli hralo pri
udrzovani evropské bezpecnosti. Chci zdiiraznit, zZe asijsko-pacificky
region neni polem pro geopoliticky boj, mentalita studené valky a
konfrontace bloku zde nejsou vitany," uvedlo ¢inské ministerstvo
zahranici. rekla mluvéi.
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Discovery of ‘Pioneer Peptide’ Could Help Search for Alien Life on
Planets, Study Reveals

10 minutes ago
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Back in 2020, scientists from Rutgers University studied how life
started on planet Earth 3.5 billion to 2.5 billion years ago,
discovering the origins of protein (enzyme) structures responsible for
metabolism.

A substance that may offer clues in the search for extraterrestrial life
has been discovered by a team of scientists from Rutgers University.
Dubbed the “pioneer peptide,” the identified part of a protein could
be invaluable in determining which planets are on the verge of

producing life, according to research published in Science Advances.

‘Catalyst of Life'

The team of researchers, all part of the Evolution of Nanomachines
in Geospheres and Microbial Ancestors (ENIGMA) program, an
inherent part of the Astrobiology program at NASA, embarked upon
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a series of extensive laboratory studies. Their findings led them to
determine that a simple peptide with two critical nickel atoms served
as a "catalyst" of life on Earth billions of years ago. A peptide is a
molecule containing two or more amino acids (molecules joining
together to form proteins). The specific peptide in question consists

of 13 amino acids and binds the two nickel ions.

Scientists using NASA's Kepler telescope have found two distant
planets that are in the right place and are the right size for potential
life.

© Flickr / Penn State
The team argued that nickel was a metal abundantly present in the
early oceans. After binding to the peptide, nickel atoms - as catalysts

- pulled other protons and electrons towards themselves, producing
hydrogen gas. As for hydrogen, on early planet Earth it was likely a
critical source of energy that powered metabolism, the team
surmised.
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"Scientists believe that sometime between 3.5 and 3.8 billion years
ago there was a tipping point, something that kickstarted the change
from prebiotic chemistry -- molecules before life -- to living,
biological systems. We believe the change was sparked by a few small
precursor proteins that performed key steps in an ancient metabolic
reaction. And we think we've found one of these "pioneer peptides,
Vikas Nanda, a researcher at the Center for Advanced Biotechnology
and Medicine (CABM) at Rutgers, said.

Now, thanks to these findings, when researchers scour the universe

with telescopes for signs of emerging life, peptides like the one
discovered by the Rutgers team could serve as indicative
"biosignatures," or, in other words, harbingers of life.

18 January, 14:55 GMT

"This work shows that, not only are simple protein metabolic
enzymes possible, but that they are very stable and very active --
making them a plausible starting point for life," Vikas Nanda was
cited as saying.
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