Francie posila na Ukrajinu bojové jednotky: ruska
zprava
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Poznamka redakce, 6. kvétna 2024: Odkaz puvodné uvadéjici zdroj
této zpravy zmizel. Autor v dodatku zverejnéném na svem blogu
Substack 6. kvétna poskytl dalsi odkazy a prodiskutoval zdroje.
Prvni dva odstavce bezprostredné nize tedy predstavuji prepsani za
ucelem aktualizace Clanku ze 4. kvétna, ktery Francie oficialné
poprela , a dale v textu jsou dalsi upravy.

Francie oficialné vyslala na Ukrajinu své prvni vojaky — vojaky z
francouzskeho 3. pésiho pluku, ktery je jednou z hlavnich slozek
francouzskeé cizinecké legie (Légion étrangére), nasazené na
podporu ukrajinské 54. samostatné mechanizované brigady ve
Slavjansku — podle zprava z ruské zpravodajske sluzby Sputnik ,
ktera sama pochazi z ruského telegrafniho kanalu Military Chronicle.

Top War , dalSi ruska stranka, uvadi, ze existuje trochu jina verze, ve
které Cislo jednotky ukrajinské brigady pfijimajici tyto posily neni 54 .,
ale 7. ,Z nasi strany,” varuje Top War, ,tyto informace nemuzeme ani
potvrdit, ani vyvratit, takze vSe je na vasem uvazeni. Pfitom neni
koufe bez ohné.”

V roce 2022 méla Francie fadu Ukrajinct a Rusu v cizinecké legii
(Légion étrangeére). Bylo jim umoznéno opustit legii a v pfipadé
Ukrajinct se vratit na Ukrajinu, aby se pfipoijili k ukrajinskym silam.
Neni jasné, zda se Rusové vratili domu.

Legii dnes fidi francouzsti dustojnici, ale fadovi ¢lenové jsou
vétSinou cizinci. Podle soucasného pravidla anonymity (byt
anonymni) se dobrovolnik, ktery se pfipoji k Legii, mize rozhodnout,
zda si ponecha sve krestni jméno nebo pfijme nové. Legionafri slouzi
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po dobu péti let, poté mohou pozadat o francouzské obcanstuvi.
Pokud je legionar zranén, ma pravo ziskat francouzské obc¢anstvi
bez jakékoli Cekaci doby. V cizinecké legii nejsou zadné zeny.

© LEGION ETRANGERE

Vojska tfetiho pésiho pluku francouzskeé cizineckeé legie v Africe

Uvadi se, ze pocate¢ni skupina francouzskych vojaku ¢ita kolem 100
z pfiblizné 1 500 vojaku Francouzské cizinecké legie, ktefi maji
dorazit na Ukrajinu.

Rozmisténi téchto jednotek pfimo do horké bojové oblasti by mélo
pomoci Ukrajincim odolat ruskym postupim na Donbasu. Prvnich
100 je popsano jako specialisté na délostrelectvo a dohled.

Francouzsky prezident Emanuel Macron uz meésice vyhrozuje
vyslanim francouzskych vojaku na Ukrajinu. Kromé podpory Polska
a pobaltskych statl nasel malou nebo Zadnou podporu ze strany
zemi NATO. USA jsou udajné proti vysilani vojaki NATO na Ukrajinu
(jinak nez jako poradci).
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Jedna z otazek, ktera okamzité vyvstava z rozhodnuti Francie vyslat
vojaky ze svého 3. pésiho pluku, je, zda to prekracCuje ruskou
cervenou linii v zapojeni NATO na Ukrajiné? Budou to Rusoveé
vnimat jako zahajeni SirSi valky za hranicemi Ukrajiny?

Francie sama nema mnoho vojaku, které by mohla postavit na
ukrajinské bojové linie, pokud by to francouzska vlada chtéla udélat.
Podle zprav dnes Francie nemulze podporovat zamorské nasazeni
plné divize a _tuto schopnost bude mit nejdrive v roce 2027.

Rozhodnuti vyslat cizinecké legionarfe by mélo byt vnimano jako
zvlastni francouzsky kompromis. Francie nenasazuje svou domaci
armadu a kromé malého poctu dustojnikd vyslani muzi obecné
nejsou francouzsti obCané.

Rozhodnuti Francie ma dva vyznamy, kromé toho, ktery je zjevny,
potencialné rozpoutat celoevropskou valku.

Zaprveé to Macronovi umoznuje poslat vojaky na Ukrajinu a chovat se
jako tvrdy chlap, aniz by narazel na velkou domaci opozici.
Vzhledem k tomu, Ze je posilano jen malo francouzskych ob¢anu a
chybi branna povinnost nebo jina opatfeni na obzoru, potencialni
zurivost Macronovych politickych oponentl se sniZuje.
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Francouzsti cizinecti legionafi v pousti. Foto: Vanity Fair

The second reason is Macron’s anger at seeing French troops,
almost all from the Legion, getting kicked out of Sahelian Africa and
replaced by Russians. Control of Francophone Africa and the riches
it provides to French politicians has been broken by the revolt and
revolution in Africa and a decisive tilt to Russia — either directly or
through PMC Wagner (the Wagner Group), now clearly under
Vladimir Putin’s direct control.

This “humiliation” is felt in the Elysée Palace and particularly by
Macron, who, his opponents say, has lost France’s influence and
harmed France’s overseas mining and business interests.

A particular blow is in Niger, an important supplier of uranium to
France. France gets 70 percent of its electrical power from nuclear
power generators. Global uranium supplies are tightening and prices
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rising. With Russia and Kazakhstan, along with Niger, on the top of
the heap in terms of supplying uranium for nuclear reactors, France
has a home economic security problem. The US decision to ban
Russian uranium (but probably not realistically, in the next few years)
the Russians could deal a serious blow to France and the United
States by cutting off supplies.
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French Troops Departing Niger

Given the risk of losing access to uranium, or at least enough of it to
supply France’s reactors, Macron has to hope that his troop
deployments to Ukraine won'’t trigger a Russian embargo on sales to
France.

It isn’t clear how the Legionnaires can help the Ukrainians. The
Ukrainians know how to operate artillery, and they have
sophisticated intelligence support, some of it generated by their own
FPV drones and spies and some of it thanks to US and other NATO
intelligence and surveillance assets supporting Ukraine.

Anyway, the Ukrainian issue is not about how to use artillery but
where the ammunition is supposed to come from. Ukraine continues
to complain it lacks adequate supplies for 155mm howitzers.

A decision to put the Legion soldiers in Slavyansk is extremely
provocative and goes against statements from the French side,
including Macron, to the effect that if France sent troops they would
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replace Ukrainian army units in western Ukraine who could,
therefore, be moved eastward to fight the Russians. As Slavyansk is
on the front line, this French image of a soft deployment is turning
into a war with Russia directly.

A key question is how NATO will react to the French decision to
deploy. As France is acting on its own without NATO’s backing, the
French cannot claim support from NATO under its famous Article 5,
the collective security component of the NATO Treaty.

Should the Russians attack French troops outside of Ukraine it
would be justified because France has decided to be a combatant,
and forcing an Article 5 vote would seem to be difficult if not
impossible.

Of course, NATO members individually could support the French,
either by sending their own forces or by backstopping the French
logistically and in communications. For example, there is no way
Foreign Legion soldiers can go to Ukraine without passing through
Poland. Will the Russians see this as evidence they are at war both
with France and Poland?

Right now no one can answer any of these questions with any
degree of certainty. It is unlikely the Russians will long tolerate a
buildup of French army troops, even if they are Foreign Legion
soldiers. What Russia will do in response is not certain.

Stephen Bryen served as staff director of the Near East
Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and as a
deputy undersecretary of defense for policy.

This article was first published on his Weapons and
Strategy Substack and is republished with permission.
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