Evropské viady by mély prestat rikat AfriCanim, jak maji
spravovat své slony
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Minuly tyden byl kral Charles vtaZzen do sporu kvuli tématu, které je
jeho velkému zelenému srdci drahé, a sice ochrané divoké zvére.
Navrh nové legislativy, zakona o loveckych trofejich (zakaz dovozu) ,
ktery by zakazoval pfivazet do Britanie trofeje ziskané ze strelby
ohrozené velké zvére, jako jsou sloni, lvi, dinosaufi , jednorozci a
podobné&, byl namitan nekolika velvyslanci z potencialné postizené
africké zemé jako Botswana, Jizni Afrika, Tanzanie, Namibie,
Zimbabwe a Zambie. Pohrozili, ze tuto zalezitost nastoli na
nadchazejicim fijnovém summitu Commonwealthu, aby verejné uvedli
do rozpaku krale Charlese, ktery se mél zuc€astnit, pokud to zdravi
dovoli.

Problém Afri¢anu spocival v tom, Ze ve shaze zachranit Zivoty
ohrozenych druhu timto zplisobem by arogantni velci bili nacelnici z
Westminsteru nadélali jen vice Skody nez uzitku: domorodi Africané
védeéli nejlépe, jak hospodafit se svou mistni divocinou, nikoli vzdaleni
a bezradni cizinci. ktefi si prali vice okazale naznacCovat ctnost, nez
poskytovat néjaky skuteény prospéch. Podle velvyslancu byl lov velké
zvére, ktery pfinesl spoustu turistickych dolart, ,nezbytnou soucasti
finanéniho mixu pro programy ochrany pfirody v jizni Africe, z nichz
mnohé jsou celosvétoveé proslulé svymi uspéchy pfi ochrané a
zvysSovani biologické rozmanitosti®.

Navic, trochu jako Al Goreovi milovani ledni medvédi , néktera z

,ohroZzenych® zvirat, ktera méla byt chranéna pred udajnym hrozicim
vyhynutim podle britského vladniho zakona, nebyla vabec ohrozena.
Vezméme si slony africké, ktefi, jejichz pocet se v poslednich letech
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vyrazné obnovuje, jiz nejsou technicky klasifikovani jako ohrozeni, jak
si vétSina lidi mysli, pouze ,zranitelni®, jako je dnes kazda chranéna
mensinova skupina povazovana za lidskou nebo jinou.

Diky uspéchu jejich nedavnych domacich ochranarskych programd je
napfiklad Botswana v souCasné dobe zcela zaplavena divokymi slony,
kterych je pfes 130 000, volné pobihaji po celém misté a zpusobuiji
naprosty chaos jako nelegalni migranti na pobrezi Doveru. Pro
srovnani, Botswana ma pouze 2,7 milionu lidi , coz predstavuje
priblizny pomér jednoho slona na kazdych 20 lidi.

Zemeé je tak plna tlustokozcU, Zze Botswana nyni doslova rozdava ty
zatracené véci — darovala 8 000 sousedni Angole a nekonec€né jimi
vychvaluje jinde. Docela brzy jim Rwanda pravdépodobné nabidne, ze
je posadi na lety za uCelem presidleni tam, aby zaplnili vSechny ty jinak
prazdné byty pro migranty, které Rishi Sunak laskave financoval
nedavno. Jednim z mala realistickych zpusobu, jak snizit pocty, je
umoznit utraceni zvirat prostfednictvim stfileni trofeji.

Sloni hrozba

V dubnu, kdyZz Némecko rovnéz hovorilo o schvaleni zakazu dovozu
loveckych trofeji podobného tomu, ktery byl navrzen pro Spojené
kralovstvi, botswansky prezident Mokgweetsi Masisi fekl, ze pokud tak
Bundestag udéla, nebude mit jinou moznost nez nabidnout jeho
Clentm ,darek” zdarma. 20 000 slonua, aby némecti politici a volici ,zili
spolecCné s... tak, jak se nam snazite [délat]” a dodal, Ze ne jako
odpovéd nepovazuje. Botswansky ministr pro divokou pfirodu
Dumezweni Mthimkhulu rovnéz pohrozil, Ze posle 10 000 Zivych slonu
do naseho vlastniho Hyde Parku, aby si kral Charles a jeho pomyleny
poddany mohli ,ochutnat zit vedle nich®, jako to délaji Botswanané.
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Nejde jen o skuteCnost, ze penize z lovecke turistiky jsou druhym
nejvétsim zdrojem narodniho pfijmu Botswany po tézbé diamantu
(pravdépodobné take brzy zakazané pod tlakem zapadniho
ekologického tlaku, protoze diamanty, stejné jako uhli, jsou nakonec
vyrobeny ze stlaceného uhliku ), coz predstavuje problém. Prekvapivé
se ukazuje, Ze divoka zvirata, jako jsou sloni, mohou byt také nekdy
mirné nebezpecna!l

Stada chuliganu Slapali urodu, poskozovali budovy a dusali domorodce
k smrti. MozZna to néjak uniklo pozornosti zapadnich politika, ale sloni
jsou velmi velci tvorové — ve skuteCnosti jsou témeér sloni — a jejich
vybijeni neni pro vétSinu lidi tak bez nasledkl jako namysSleni méststi
politici, ktefi nafizuji zakaz utraceni, feknéme, jezevci, veverky nebo
polni mysi jsou tady v Blighty. Obyvatelé venkova v samotné Botswané
aktivné touzili po tom, aby mohli znovu stfilet obfi havét do hlavy, jejich
pocCet a dosah se dramaticky zvySily od pfedchoziho zakazu lovu (
pozdéji zruSeného ) v roce 2014.

Podle ministra Mthimkulu: ,V nékterych oblastech Zije vice téchto zvifat
nez lidi. Zabijeji déti, které se jim pripletou do cesty. PoSlapavaiji a jedi
urodu farmaru, takZze AfriCany zanechavaiji hlad.”

Zachrante slony — zabijte Africany! To je slogan, ktery Svétovy fond na
ochranu pfirody ze ziejmych davodu jesté nezkusil, ale v praxi to maze
byt presné to, k Cemu takova kontraproduktivni zapadni eko-opatfeni
skutecné vedou: trochu jako kdyz zapadni politici Greentardu odmitaji
Africandm finan¢ni prostfedky vyvinout vlastni rozvodné sité na bazi
plynu nebo ropy, aby si ,zachranili zivoty“ pfed dlouhodobym globalnim
oteplovanim, ¢imz je odsoudi k rychlejSi smrti na nedostatek
spolehlivych dodavek elektfiny pro jejich nudné malé nemocnice a tak
dale. (Zdalo se vsak, ze WWF jednou nahodou vedla kampan za
zabijeni bilych lidi misto pand — viz mUj stary ¢lanek o nestésti zde .)
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Strucné rfe€eno, i kdyby mél byt lov trofeji v Botswané skutecné jesté
jednou zakazan, jak se zapadni staty jako Spojené kralovstvi a
Némecko fakticky snazi vydavat zakony zadnimi vratky, sloni v zemi by
stejné museli byt stfileni a zabijeni. jen chudymi ¢ernymi domorodci, ne
bohatymi bilymi cizinci: skuteCnym navrhem botswanské vlady za
takovych okolnosti bylo rozsekat je vS8echny na malé kousky a proménit
je v krmivo pro domaci mazlicky!

Sloni hrbitov

Kdyz v roce 2019 prosakly zpravy o tomto témér parodicky bezcitné
znéjicim napadu, vedlo to k vytvofeni mé mozna nejoblibengjsi online
petice, zamérené primo na zlého prezidenta Masisiho, zabijejiciho
slony:
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CaréZ PETITIONS

This Country Wants to Kill Elephants
to Make Dog Food

oy: Carel leam
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lalk about bad ideos! The Botswana government has announced a plan to allow the
hunting and killing of elephants and use their meat to make dog food.

You read that correctly. Knowing that the elephant is on the brink of extinction, the
Southermn African nation has decided to do something absolutely crazy, repeal the ban
on trophy hunting. Elephant carcasses would then be harvested for pet food!

Home to one-third of all African elephants, Botswana was once considered one of the
last bastions of safety for the imperiled animal. But all that has recently changed. The
country — which has 130,000 elephants, the most of any nation — has experienced an
alarming spate of elephant poachings. In the past 4 years, poaching has increased
by 540%. And from July to September of 2018, 90 elephants were poached —
compare that to 14 killed in the same amount of time in 2014.

Yet, instead of creating policies that would better protect the elephant, they are doing
the opposite and making it easier to kill them.

Botswana says there have been too many interactions between people and
elephants in recent years. But that is no excuse to give the green light to elephant
trophy hunting. There are other ways to mitigate human-elephant interactions
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without having to kill them. And to turn them into dog food is just shameful.

Please sign the petition and tell Botswana you are against their new plan to turn
Dumbo into Dog Chow. Tell them to ditch this terrible plan.

Petice za lepSi regulaci ,interakci mezi ¢lovékem a slonem® nedava ani
vnitfni smysl. Na jedné strané jsou botswansti sloni, jako jsou ledni
medvédi Al Gore, nepravdivé popisovani jako ,na pokraji vyhynuti“ — a
presto se jinde chlubi, ze tato zemé byla ,jednou z poslednich bast
bezpeci“. az do extrémné nedavné doby, natolik, Zze byl domovem
Jjedné tfetiny vSech africkych slont®, kde se ukryvalo ,,130 000, nejvice
ze vSech narodu®.

A kdyz dokument popisuje slony jako ,pytlaceny®, co to v praxi
znamena? Mohlo by se stat, Ze néktefi mistni obyvatelé, sobecky
unaveni z toho, ze vidi své bezcenné déti a urodu uslapanou k smrti
loupezivymi nebezpelnymi bestiemi, prosté berou véci do svych rukou
a sami zastreli zvifata, at uz se svolenim vlady nebo ne, ve stylu Dirty
Harry ?

Dvé odpovédi od zapadnich signatari (pokud je to vibec slovo) na
petici pod Carou byly zvlasté vymluvné, mam pocit:
Steve W.

Find another way. These elephants belong to the world. Not to you.

Pauline S.

Just try to stop being savages.

Obvykle nejsem pfilis naklonén obvinénim z takzvanych
,heokolonialistickych postoju“ ve prospéch bilych obyvatel Zapadu,
protoze si myslim, ze jde obecné pouze o linii manipulativniho
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moralniho vydirani pouzivaného obyvateli tfetiho svéta, aby ziskali
zdarma hotovost a pomoc od naivnich, vinou suzovani levaci v Evropé
a Americe. Ale v tomto konkrétnim omezeném pfipadé si myslim, ze
bych pravdépodobné udélal vyjimku.

How can it be that Botswanan elephants, living in Botswana, do not
“belong” to the actual Botswanans themselves to look after and
manage on the ground as they themselves see fit, but to an entirely
random (I presume) white man named Steve W. living in Canada?
Probably because, according to the presumably equally Caucasian
Pauline S. of the United Kingdom, the primitive, know-nothing,
Botswanan darkies in question are all just a tribe of “savages”. | bet,
under different circumstances, Steve and Pauline are good little Green
Party voters who donate to BLM and think it’s racist to have any
national borders. Personally, | think borders are wonderful things — if
maintained properly, they can protect helpless Botswanans from
morally superior idiots like them.

Who Are the Real Dumbos Here?

Just a suggestion, but might it possibly the case that almost all do-
gooding European voters and politicians — even Donald Tusk —
probably know next to nothing at all about niche and obscure issues
like the specific ins-and-outs of elephant conservation in Botswana? A
classic 1997 episode of Chris Morris’s satirical Channel 4 fake news
programme Brass Eye would suggest this is indeed the case.

Click on this link, and observe how Morris successfully duped a number
of credulous celebs into thinking that one elephant named Karla in a
German Zoo had become so distressed by her poor-quality living
conditions that she had stuck her trunk up her own arse and began
sucking in her own head. A zookeeper had gone around the back to try
and yank it back out, but had been hoovered up inside the elephant’s
highly capacious “dung-pump mechanism”. Indeed, that very phrase
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was used by Morris’s incontinently animal-loving victims, from romantic
novelist Jilly Cooper to TV magician Paul Daniels, who were duped into
saying it on camera as part of a spoof charity campaign. You almost
suspect President Masisi’s threat of turning his elephants into Pedigree
Chum was performed in a similar spirit of jest, just to see if the ever-
emoting Western fools who opposed him would actually fall for the
whole thing.

| may not be able to pronounce their names, but I'm completely on the
side of Dumezweni Mthimkhulu and Mokgweetsi Masisi here — and not
simply because | personally would be more than willing to pay good
tourist-money to fire a bazooka into a yawning hippo’s mouth just to
see what would happen. I'm sick to death of busybody Africans and
Asians coming over here to Europe and telling us all how to live our
own lives. | think it's equally reasonable of Africans and Asians to
resent us doing precisely the same thing over there. Here’s an idea:
why don’t we each of us agree to just stay right where we belong and
start minding our own bloody business for once?

If the Labour Party, who appear every bit as obsessed with signalling
their own abstract virtue rather than doing any actual concrete practical
good in the world as the Tories currently are, press on with
Westminster’s stupid and counterproductive Hunting Trophies (Import
Prohibition) Bill once they come to power in six weeks’ time, then |
sincerely hope that Botswana et al follow through on their threat to
publicly embarrass King Charles at his Commonwealth Summit this
October.

It's being held in Samoa, so maybe Africa’s bullied Presidents and
Prime Ministers could pack their rifles into their trunks and do a little
exotic wildlife hunting themselves while they’re out there. Samoa has
no elephants to murder itself, of course, but as the next best thing, they
could just shoot King Charles with a tranquiliser dart, whip out a panga

8/9



and hang his severed head on a wall mounted on a big wooden plaque
instead. His ears are certainly large enough to make any difference
between the two species indistinguishable to most non-qualified
zoologists.

Tags: BotswanaElephantsHunting_Trophies (Import Prohibition) BillKing
CharlesThe Commonwealth
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